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Document title Extracts from meetings of relevance for the Gear Group 
Code 2-2 
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Agenda Item 2 – Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to GEAR 
Submission date 30.10.2018 
Submitted by Secretary 
Reference  
 

Background 
This document contains extracts from relevant HELCOM meetings held since the last meeting of the Gear 
Group. 

- HOD 54-2018, 14-15 June 2018, Helsinki, Finland 
- MARITIME 18-2018, 25-27 September, Hamburg, Germany 
- PRESSURE 9-2018, 10-12 October, Riga, Latvia 
- STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018, 22-26 October 2018, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/MARITIME%2018-2018-503/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%209-2018-548/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%209-2018-501/default.aspx
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Extracts from meetings of relevance for the Gear Group 
HOD 54-2018 
Outgoing and incoming chairmanship in HELCOM 

The Meeting 

- recalled that the EU chairmanship of HELCOM is coming to an end on 30 June 2018 and took note of 
the account by EU on accomplishing the chairmanship priorities.  

- acknowledged the accomplishments of the EU chairmanship, especially the excellent organization 
and good outcome of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in Brussels on 6 March 2018. The meeting 
took note that progress has been made regarding the priorities by completing the second holistic 
assessment (HOLAS II) and Pollution Load Compilation products, promoting sustainable agriculture 
and advancing port reception facilities as well as improving regional cooperation with fisheries 
bodies. Further development of core indicators related to seafloor integrity and marine litter 
continue to be important priorities for HELCOM. Work still remains on improving the coherence of 
the MPA network. The meeting thanked EU for the successful chairmanship. 

- took note of and welcomed the following priorities of the Finnish chairmanship (document 2-1): 
updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan, reduction of nutrient inputs and nutrient recycling, Baltic Sea 
and climate change and synergy between Agenda 2030 and HELCOM work. 

- welcomed the Finnish chairmanship team, Ms. Saara Bäck, Chair of HELCOM, and Ms. Tarja 
Haaranen, Vice-Chair, from the Ministry of the Environment of Finland. 

Outcome of the 2018 HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting – follow-up 

The Meeting 

- recalled that the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting on 6 March adopted the HELCOM Brussels Declaration 
2018 providing guidance for the work of HELCOM in the upcoming years. 

- reflected on the Ministerial Meeting and expressed appreciation for the wide participation by the 
Ministers and the good outcome. The Meeting was of the view that the outcome strikes a good 
balance between ambitious and achievable targets and will provide important guidance to future 
HELCOM work. The Meeting also noted that in the international arena the importance of regional 
level cooperation has increased, including in UN processes, and HELCOM cooperation is a good 
example to other regions. 

- took note of a letter sent by the HELCOM Chair to the current Chair of BALTFISH (Denmark), the 
upcoming HELCOM Chair (Finland) and the upcoming BALTFISH Chair (Sweden), suggesting a meeting 
between HELCOM and BALTFISH regarding closer cooperation between management of fisheries and 
marine environment. The Meeting noted that the Chair remains hopeful that Finland, during its 
chairmanship, can make further progress on the matter.  

- considered the renewed Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach, including 
perspectives beyond 2021, based on the outcome of the Brussels Ministerial Meeting (document 3-
5), took note of the proposal by Russia for amendments and agreed to amend the Roadmap as 
included in document 3-5-Rev.1.  

- recognized that the Roadmap is a living document to be kept updated. 

- agreed on endorsement of the amended Roadmap via correspondence with the following procedure: 
any additional suggestions or comments to be submitted to the Secretariat 
(monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi) by 19 June 2018, the Secretariat to circulate the draft Roadmap to 
HODs on 21 June 2018 for a tacit approval of the Roadmap by 28 June 2018.  

Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

mailto:monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi
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The Meeting 

- considered the proposal by the Secretariat on how to organize the BSAP update process in the draft 
strategic plan (document 3-4) and welcomed that the update of the BSAP will be based on the 
existing expertise in the HELCOM working structure according to the mandates of the working groups 
and will be overseen by the Heads of Delegation. 

- took note that a work plan for the BSAP update will be prepared by the Secretariat for HOD 55-2018, 
in which the involvement of the HELCOM groups will be specified and any associated timelines will 
be detailed. 

- recalled that the update of the BSAP is a task for all Contracting Parties and that the Contracting 
Parties are invited to lead individual tasks within the BSAP update process which could be offered 
e.g. via the working groups.  

- recognized that the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan should be a priority for the HELCOM working 
groups and requested the HELCOM groups to plan their work accordingly, including any putting in 
place of needed additional arrangements, e.g. correspondence work and possible additional 
workshops. 

- considered the proposed Terms of Reference for the BSAP update task force (cf. Attachment of 
document 3-4) and took note of the view by the Contracting Parties that the role, the composition, 
chair and the operation of the proposed task force need to be clarified.  

- took note of the additional information by the Secretariat that the main assignment for the task force 
would be to focus on analysis of sufficiency of measures which so far has not been carried out in 
HELCOM and is an additional major task. Furthermore, the name “task force” might not be suitable 
for such a proposed interdisciplinary platform. The meeting in general supported the idea of carrying 
out the analysis via an interdisciplinary platform. 

- invited the Contracting Parties to provide further comments and ideas for the way forward with 
regard to the task force by 15 August 2018. The meeting requested the Secretariat to develop the 
proposal further taking into account feedback from the Contracting Parties and to organize 
intersessional consultation on the amended proposal starting 1 September and aiming at reaching 
an agreement by 30 September 2018. 

- considered the revised strategic plan for the update of the BSAP prepared by the Secretariat 
according to the comments provided in the Meeting, including the visualization of the assigned 
responsibilities (document 3-4-Rev.1) and approved the amended strategic plan for the BSAP update 
(document 3-4-Rev.2, as contained in Annex 2), and more specifically: 

• agreed to set up the BSAP update project, while taking note of the clarification by the Secretariat 
that the project is to be understood in a broad sense and as resource to support the BSAP update 
according to the strategic plan (BSAP 2030 project; cf. Annex 2); 

• agreed on having a dedicated project manager at the Secretariat to support the tasks of the 
Secretariat in the BSAP update process, to be (part-) funded from the HELCOM budget (cf. Annex 
2).  

- invited the Contracting Parties to offer additional contributions to complement the funding available 
from the HELCOM budget for the project manager as indicated in Annex 2 as well as for the BSAP 
update process and welcomed the information that Finland, Germany and Sweden offered to 
consider providing additional funding for the work.  

- requested the Secretariat to prepare a flow chart visualising the roles of the working groups and the 
BSAP 2030 project in the BSAP update process, to be presented together with the draft work plan.  

- took note that EU has issued a new call for projects to support cooperation of measures to reach a 
good environmental status of the marine environment and that GEAR 8-2018 discussed the call, 
supported the development of a HELCOM coordinated project proposal (cf. GEAR 8-2018 Outcome 
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paragraphs 3.56 – 3.65) and agreed on the topics for the proposed regional project (at the GEAR 
online meeting on 2 May). Based on the GEAR agreement, the Secretariat is currently carrying out 
the finalization of the project application by the deadline of 20 June 2018.  

- took note that the HELCOM project under preparation has a general objective to contribute to the 
update of the BSAP and implementation of Programmes of Measures for Contracting Parties being 
EU members, and a specific objective to analyse the effectiveness and sufficiency of existing 
measures with particular focus on by-catch, impacts on the seabed, marine protected areas, and 
eutrophication.  

- approved the submission of the HELCOM-led project proposal to the EU call. 

HELCOM contribution to global processes 

The Meeting 

− took note of the information on examples of recent major activities of HELCOM aiming at 
implementing global regulations at the regional scale through cross-sectorial cooperation in the light 
of the outcome of the HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting (document 3-1). 

− took note that the report of the Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of EBSAs in the Baltic 
Sea (EBSA workshop) has been put forward for the review at the CBD Twenty-second meeting of the 
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA 22), 2-7 July 2018 in 
Montreal (LINK). The meeting recognized the importance of successful finalization of the Baltic EBSA 
process under CBD, to result in forwarding the report to the Fourteenth meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP 14) which will take place 17 - 29 
November 2018 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, with a view to include the report in the repository and 
submit the report to the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) as well as relevant international 
organizations, Parties and other Governments. 

− took note of the information that for two of the identified EBSAs the maps presented in the EBSA 
workshop report showed dotted lines outlining the potential full geographical extent of the identified 
EBSA, which extended into the national waters of those two Contracting parties who were unable to 
participate in the workshop (Denmark and Poland). The Meeting noted the position of Denmark and 
Poland that they cannot accept the spatial presentation extending into their national waters, as their 
experts were not present the workshop (cf. para. 16 of the EBSA Workshop report). New versions of 
the maps which present the borders only of the identified EBSAs were presented to the meeting and 
the corresponding changes to the textual part of the EBSA workshop report could be implemented 
accordingly: 

• p. 117 (new map for area no. 7 and removal of footnote); 
• p. 130 (new map for area no. 8 and removal of footnote); 
• p. 122: Textual changes made to address the potential concerns by Denmark. 

- took note of the study reservation by Germany on the new maps due to insufficient time to confer 
with national experts, and invited Germany to clarify their position shortly. 

- in principle agreed that the dotted lines are to be removed from the maps and on the proposal to 
amend the existing text on limitations in spatial coverage due to lack of participation as below, revise 
para 33 of the EBSA workshop report, and pending clarification of the study reservation by Germany. 

Report paragraph 33: Workshop participants noted that the lack of participation by two Baltic Sea 
(HELCOM) countries, Denmark and Poland, limited the extent to which the features of the entire Baltic 
Sea could be adequately considered by the workshop, and as a result influenced the list and spatial 
extent of areas described as meeting the EBSA criteria. 

- took note of the information by Finland that the UN Environment Assembly has made resolutions 
regarding marine litter and has established an expert group on marine litter and microplastics. The 
meeting took note that there is an interest in work on these topics by the Regional Seas Conventions 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/6e76/f99f/74e73e304eaa8a6ea3b51d00/ebsa-ws-2018-01-04-en.pdf
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and that HELCOM will be approached by UN Environment regarding the HELCOM work on this 
matter. 

- took note of the information on voluntary national reviews to the UN High-level Political Forum by 
the HELCOM Contracting Parties on implementation of UN Agenda 2030 (document 3-3). The 
meeting also took note of the information on global reporting of implementation of UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) and in particular on recent developments regarding the SDG 14 indicators.  

- took note that Estonia will provide corrections regarding their SDG indicators in document 3-3.  

- took note that Latvia and Poland have prepared their national voluntary reviews and will present 
them at the UN High-level Political Forum. 

- pointed out that the Regional Seas Conventions have an important role to contribute to the 
implementation of SDGs as agreed in HELCOM. 

- highlighted that HELCOM work on indicators is unique in the global scale and invited the Secretariat 
to draft a document on lessons learnt from HELCOM indicators, for instance for the three indicators 
for which UN Environment is custodian agency, for HOD 55-2018 to be shared on international level 
and for national purposes. As a next phase more coordinated reporting on agreed issues could be 
explored. 

- took note that the report “Bumps on the Road to 2030: An overview of the common challenges for 
the Nordic countries in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” commissioned by the 
Council of the Baltic Sea States has been published providing information on the progress in 
implementing the SDGs in the region. 

- took note that the second cycle of the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the 
State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects (2016-2020) to produce the 
Second World Ocean Assessment is ongoing (document 3-2). The meeting also took note that Estonia 
is co-chairing the Ad hoc Working Group of the Whole on the Regular Process for Global Reporting 
and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects and that 
Estonia is co-leading the chapter on non-indigenous species. 

- agreed on the importance of coordinating the input to the process from the Baltic Sea perspective 
and decided to set up a contact list for experts of the HELCOM Contracting Parties involved in the 
work. The meeting welcomed the offer by Estonia to set up the list and facilitate the process as well 
as provide information on the relevant HELCOM assessments to the process.  

Cooperation partners and processes 

The Meeting 

- recalled the OSPAR contribution to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. The meeting considered and 
agreed on the response by HELCOM to be submitted to OSPAR for the annual meeting in June 2018 
(document 3-6). 

- took note of a study on the ‘European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region after 2020’ and some 
general considerations about the EUSBSR and cooperation with HELCOM presented by Ambassador 
Raul Mälk (Presentation 1). 

- expressed appreciation for the cooperation between the EUSBSR and HELCOM and the positive 
approach by the EUSBSR in considering HELCOM in their work. 

- took note that the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan coincides with the update of the 
EUSBSR Action Plan starting in autumn 2019 and stressed the importance of finding synergies with 
the update of the EUSBSR Action Plan and the BSAP. 

- took note of the outcomes of the XIX International Environmental Forum «Baltic Sea Day» (document 
6-1), congratulated Russia for the successful organization of the event and pointed out that the Baltic 
Sea Day Forum can be considered a shared responsibility for the whole HELCOM community. 
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- considered the concept of the XX Anniversary International Environmental Forum «Baltic Sea Day» 
on 21-22 March 2019 and invited the HELCOM working groups to provide practical suggestions for 
the agenda of the XX Anniversary Baltic Sea Day Forum. The meeting requested the Secretariat to 
update the HELCOM meeting list accordingly.  

- confirmed that the implementation and the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan would be interesting 
topics for the XX Baltic Sea Day Forum. 

Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

Outcomes of working group meetings 

The Meeting 

- took note of the outcome of GEAR 18-2018 (document 4-2). 
- approved the organization of PRESSURE 10-2019 tentatively during the week 8-12 April 2019. 
- welcomed the idea to organize a workshop with River Basin Commissions on nutrient reduction 

targets in spring 2019 tentatively back-to-back with PRESSURE 10-2019.  
- took note of the outcome of STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018 in general (document 4-19) and 

specifically: 
• approved the new regional monitoring sub-program of continuous noise (Appendix 1 to 

document 4-19); 
• took note of the progress in establishing HELCOM guidelines for the determination of PFAS 

in seawater, for monitoring continuous sound, and for monitoring beach litter; 
• approved organizing the workshop to support the implementation of HELCOM 

Recommendation 34E/1 on migratory birds, at the HELCOM Secretariat, and in cooperation 
with JWG BIRD, in autumn 2018; 

• took note of the planned workshop for MPA managers, arranged and funded by Sweden, at 
Husby säteri (close to Norrköping) on 10-12/13 September 2018. 

- noted the information by the Secretariat on the ECONET project, funding for which has been applied 
from the Swedish Applicable Science Fund (FORMAS) by Sweden and Finland. HELCOM is included as 
a data provider for this work. 

- approved the revision of paragraph 7.5.3 of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7 as 
proposed by the Informal Working Group on Aerial Surveillance (IWGAS 2018) (document 4-3) and 
agreed to forward the amendment to HELCOM 40-2019 for adoption.  

- endorsed the proposed amendment of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7 regarding 
the frequency of Coordinated Extended Pollution Control Operations (CEPCOs) organized in the Baltic 
Sea and North Sea (document 4-25). The meeting instructed the Secretariat to present the 
amendment following the final agreement by BONN 2018 (25-27 September 2018) to HELCOM 40-
2019 for adoption. 

- approved the HELCOM core indicator on input of nutrients, 1995-2015 (document 4-11). 

- agreed with the suggestion by Denmark to introduce the following clause clarifying the difference in 
the used methods into the final published version of the indicator report:  

“Changes in inputs of total nitrogen and phosphorus since 1995 are estimated with a slightly different 
methods than the reductions since the reference period 1997-2003 (Figure 2). It is based on the 
estimated normalized inputs in 1995 and 2015 resulting from the trend analysis. In previous versions 
of this indicator changes since 1995 was calculated from the normalized inputs in 1995 and the most 
recent year in the time series. HELCOM RedCore DG and PLC-7 IG will continue evaluating the most 
appropriated methods to apply”. 

- agreed on the updated version of chapter 4.1 as proposed in document 4-17 to be included in the 
‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. 
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- approved the draft ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and agreed on its publication, planned for the end 
of June 2018 (document 4-16), following final editorial and layout work. 

- took note of the change of the title of the supplementary reports of HOLAS II to thematic assessments 
and welcomed the finalization of the following reports:  

• Thematic Assessment on Eutrophication 
• Thematic Assessment on Hazardous Substances 
• Thematic Assessment on Biodiversity 
• Thematic Assessment on Cumulative Impacts 
• Thematic Assessment on Economic and Social Analyses 

- endorsed the publication of the thematic assessments as Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings (BSEP) 
concomitantly with the publication of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. 

- endorsed the proposed work plan for indicators (document 4-5), welcomed the forward looking 
planning on indicator work and decided on allocating resources from the HELCOM budget for the 
indicator manager in the Secretariat to continue the work from July 2019 until autumn 2021, and 
tentatively extending into 2022. 

- supported the arranging of a workshop under step 4 of the work plan for indicators in the second 
half of March 2019 and requested the Secretariat to elaborate the aim and intended deliverables of 
the workshop to enable the Contracting Parties to plan the work and possible nominations for the 
workshop. The meeting further supported the finalization of the second work phase in autumn 2021.  

- was of the view that the need for, and possible tasks of, policy leads should be further explored as 
the work progresses based on grouping of indicators.  

- noted the open issue of hosting indicator data for continuous noise (document 4-27 and 
Presentation 3), emphasized the importance of storing and making the data available, recognized 
the importance of a potential host to provide continuity and of linking to the similar work done, e.g. 
under OSPAR in the North Sea. The Meeting requested EN Noise to further clarify what is required 
for hosting arrangements, and the Secretariat to further explore the possibility and cost of ICES taking 
up the hosting of the database and soundscape. The outcome of this process is to be presented to 
HOD 55-2018 for further deliberation on funding options from the Contracting Parties. 

- reconsidered the document on HELCOM input to the process of establishing environmental targets 
for underwater noise (document 4-12) taking into account the proposals by Russia (document 4-29) 
and agreed on the final version of the document as included in document 4-12-Rev.1. 

- considered and approved the proposed project for updating and upgrading the HELCOM Checklist 
(BaltiCheck), 2018-2019 (document 4-18) and mandated the Executive Secretary to allocate 
resources for the project. The meeting took note of the comment by Denmark that the project does 
not prejudice any subsequent decisions on future Red List work. 

- considered document 4-20 on proposed HELCOM work on climate change and emphasized the 
importance of the practical nature of the work and linking the work on climate change to that on 
indicators and measures and especially updating of the BSAP. The meeting took note that STATE & 
CONSERVATION 8-2018 discussed and supported a number of topics to be explored in the report 
card, including ocean acidification. The meeting also requested to rename the report cards to fact 
sheets in line with HELCOM nomenclature, supported the proposed direction of the work and agreed 
that the dedicated work on climate change will begin in 2018. 

- supported the engagement of the Secretariat with Baltic Earth and other potential partners, to 
further plan and operationalize the proposed approach. The meeting approved HELCOM joining 
Baltic Earth and BONUS as co-organizer of the "Multiple Drivers for Earth system changes in the Baltic 
Sea region" workshop, to be held in late November-early December 2018 in Tallinn, Estonia. 

- considered the Thematic Assessment on coastal fish and noted the small amendment to the report 
by Poland (document 4-26-Corr.1). The meeting approved the third draft thematic assessment on 
coastal fish (document 4-26) for publication in the Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings. The meeting 
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noted the suggestion by Denmark that in the future data for additional species and additional 
seasons are included in future assessments.  

- approved organizing a workshop on land-based nutrient loads on the Baltic Sea (document 4-13). 

- approved the following reports and agreed on their publication in Baltic Sea Environment 
Proceedings series: 

• PLC-6 Report on nutrients input by seven biggest rivers (taking into account the request by 
Germany to include five-year average concentrations into Table 2) (document 4-14);  

• PLC-6 Report on input of selected hazardous substances into the Baltic Sea (document 4-15). 

- approved the draft ENRIRED Report on Reduction of Atmospheric Nitrogen Deposition (document 4-
21-Rev.1) to be published on the HELCOM webpage taking into account some minor clarification 
comments by Finland.  

- pointed out that EMEP provides HELCOM with highly scientific products which in some cases might 
be not fully consistent with the experts’ expectations and urged HELCOM working and expert groups 
as well as the Secretariat to be very specific considering terms of references and deliverables of the 
projects. 

- agreed that information on potential reduction of nitrogen deposition specified by countries is of 
high demand for the update of the BSAP and PLC-7 work. The Meeting decided to postpone the 
decision on the new EMEP project by the next meeting (HOD 55-2018). Meanwhile the Meeting 
requested the Secretariat to investigate an opportunity to reduce the cost of the project and discuss 
it with EMEP bearing in mind that EMEP is a prominent contractor for HELCOM offering multiple 
services to the HELCOM countries. 

- decided to delete the hot spot no 6. Dalälven River from the HELCOM hot spot list (document 4-4) 
and thanked Sweden for the work done acknowledging that the measures based on the best practices 
had been implemented to minimize negative environmental impact of the hot spot. The meeting 
requested the Pressure Group to follow up the status of the Dalälven River and invited Sweden to 
inform the group on the results of environmental monitoring on the river. 

- expressed the concern that the principles to delete hot spots reflecting areal sources of 
environmental pressure are not clearly formulated in the HELCOM documentation, which hampers 
making justified decision regarding deletion of hot spots of this type. The meeting requested the 
Pressure Group to evaluate and clarify criteria for deletion of these hot spots from the HELCOM list. 

- took note of the outcome of AGRI 6-2018, as presented by the Chair Ms. Tarja Haaranen, in general 
(document 4-9) as well as: 

• took note of the self-evaluation of the implementation of the Work Plan for HELCOM 
Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices 2017-2018 and the Terms of Reference for 
the Agri group; 

• approved organizing a workshop on manure standards and nutrient recycling back-to-
back with the Agri Group dedicated meeting on revision of the Annex III part II on 6-8 
November 2018 and welcomed the offer by Poland to host the workshop in Warsaw; 

• approved organizing AGRI 7-2019 during the week from 18 to 22 March 2019 and advised 
to organize the meeting in other dates than 21-22 March 2019 to avoid overlapping with 
the Baltic Sea Day forum in St Petersburg. 

− considered a proposal for the time frame and working method for the revision of part II of Annex III 
of the Helsinki Convention (document 4-8). The meeting was of the view that the suggested timeline 
could be too tight and thus approved the time frame and working method for the revision with the 
following amendment to the time frame: HODs to discuss a first draft in summer 2019. 
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− approved the proposal for the time frame and working method to elaborate the Regional Nutrient 
Recycling Strategy (document 4-7). The meeting emphasized the need for close cooperation between 
Agri and Pressure Working Groups on the strategy development. 

− approved the updated Work Plan for HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices 2018-2019 
(document 4-10). 

− took note of the support by BFFE to the continuation of the mandate of the Agri Group and the 
appreciation for the group’s work on the important topics such as manure standards, the revision of 
Annex III part II and nutrient recycling. 

− took note of the outcome of FISH 8-2018, as presented by the Chair Ms. Marianne Goffeng-Raakil, in 
general (document 4-23) and in particular: 

• invited Contracting Parties who have not yet done so to nominate experts to the CG 
FISHDATA group; 

• noted the initiative for a possible joint HELCOM/OSPAR workshop on by-catch 
indicators;  

• approved the organization of a regional workshop on seal-fisheries interactions;  

• invited the Contracting Parties, in particular those that have not yet done so, to 
consider hosting the next meeting of the Fish Group in January 2019. 

− With regard to the development of BAT/BEP for sustainable aquaculture, the Meeting noted the lack 
of progress and lead country. The Meeting agreed that, despite progress being slow, the matter is 
important, in particular in view of HELCOM Recommendation 37/3 on sustainable aquaculture in the 
Baltic Sea Region. 

− requested the Contracting Parties to contribute to the work and agreed that organizing a meeting of 
the CG Aquaculture would be a good way for experts to come together to exchange views and share 
information regarding what is considered BAT/BEP in the different Contracting Parties. Based on the 
outcome of this meeting, HOD 55-2018 in December 2018 could make a final decision on the 
continuation of the work. 

− approved the updated Work Plan for the HELCOM Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries 
2018-2019 (document 4-24) and thanked the Chair of the Fish Group for her efforts in this regard. 

− took note of the information on the latest development of HELCOM data related activities (document 
4-28 and Presentation 4) and appreciated the achievements and development work done related to 
HELCOM Metadata catalogue and HELCOM Map and Data service and the support for the ‘State of 
the Baltic Sea’ report.   

− took note of the comment from Finland on the need for agreeing on a HELCOM process within the 
Gear Group on how INSPIRE related responsibilities should be notified to the EC in such a case when 
a Contracting Party is referring to HELCOM assessment data products in MSFD reporting. The meeting 
encouraged the Gear Group to seek a common solution in this regard in time of the reporting 
deadline. 

− discussed on the potential need for applying HELCOM assessment data outputs according to INSPIRE 
data specifications, which was not required for the 2018 MSFD reporting but is required by 2020 and 
noted that transformation of HELCOM assessment data outputs to INSPIRE data specifications would 
be a considerable task requiring resources. The meeting agreed that it should be planned further and 
next steps should be discussed in the HOD 55-2018 meeting.  

− supported the plan by the Secretariat to prepare a draft of the updated HELCOM Data and 
Information Strategy for consideration in STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 meeting. 

HELCOM institutional and organisational matters 
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The Meeting 

- found it especially relevant to establish closer communication and cooperation between the groups, 
e.g. in the form of shared meetings of the representatives of the working groups or relevant Expert 
Networks under the both groups, joint thematic workshops (e.g. eutrophication, hazardous 
substances, climate change), coordinated planning of future activities including on indicators (work 
plans that could cover the years until 2021).  

- agreed that the update of the BSAP should be given a priority by the working groups in the round-up 
to the Ministerial Meeting 2021 and that this process will require such enhanced cooperation and 
coordination of the groups.  

- recognized that the roadmap of ecosystem-approach provides a good common basis for joint 
planning and requested the Secretariat to add indications of which working bodies are responsible 
for individual activities to the roadmap. 

- agreed that the work of the Pressure and State & Conservation Working Groups should continue to 
be result-oriented and have an overarching character, while more in-depth discussions could be 
organized at the level of expert groups or networks reporting to these groups. The Meeting invited 
the working groups to reflect on this overarching role. 

- recognized that the high work load of the groups related to the wide spectrum of issues the groups 
are tasked to deal with and pointed out that increased intersessional activities could partly provide 
a solution to this.  

- concluded that the planning of the work is important to avoid overlapping processes, for example, 
the indicator work is separated in time from integrated assessments. 

- further agreed that the current working structure should be in place until the completion of the 
update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and may be revisited in 2021 in light of the results of the update 
process of the BSAP. 

- noted the feedback from the State & Conservation Group that nature conservation related issues 
under the current structure receive too little time and focus and recognized that this issue requires 
more attention in the future. 

- decided to prolong the mandates of the Fish and Agri Groups until 2022, to cover the period of 
updating the BSAP. 

- agreed to explore the possibility of even longer mandates for the groups, beyond 2022.  

- considered and approved the vacancy announcement for the post of the Executive Secretary 
(document 5-1) and approved the revised document on the timetable and procedure for the 
recruitment process, specifying the date for the interviews and adding a note of administrative 
support from the Secretariat available for the Recruitment Panel (document 5-1-Rev.1). 

- nominated EU as the Chair of the Recruitment Panel and Germany, Russia and Sweden as the three 
members (in addition to the Chair of the Commission who will participate ex officio) to the 
Recruitment Panel to conduct the selection procedure. The nominated Contracting Parties for the 
Recruitment Panel were asked to inform the Secretariat their representatives for the panel members. 

Any other business 

The Meeting 

- took note of the presentation by Mr. Dennis Hamro-Drotz from NEFCO on the projects financed from 
the BSAP Fund (document 6-3 and Presentation 5), and welcomed the announcement on the 
upcoming call on co-financing BSAP work. 

- invited NEFCO to cooperate and be involved in the update process of the BSAP with a view to be able 
to support the implementation of the updated BSAP. 
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- took note of the information on progress on HELCOM communication activities and an outlook for 
future activities given by Mr. Dominik Littfass, Communication Secretary (Presentation 6). The 
meeting welcomed the streamlined communication activities and emphasized the role of social 
media to reach a wider audience in the national as well as global level. The meeting encouraged the 
Contracting Parties to help to support HELCOM outreach in social media. 

- took note of the list of forthcoming meetings within HELCOM and other forums (document 6-2), and 
requested the Contracting Parties to consider hosting or confirm the venue and/or propose the dates 
for the meetings indicated in the document. 

- took note of the statement by the European Union on financing and legislation as included in Annex 
4. 

Next meeting(s) 

The Meeting 

- decided that the next meeting (HOD 55-2018) will be held on 4-5 December 2018 in Helsinki. The 
meeting decided that HOD 56-2019 will be held tentatively on 18-19 June 2019. 

MARITIME 18-2018 
Baltic Sea Action Plan 

The Meeting  

- took note of the information on the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (document 2-5) 
and of the strategic plan for the BSAP update, as approved by HOD 54-2018 (Annex 1 of doc. 2-5). 

- discussed the four not yet implemented joint HELCOM actions under the Maritime Group and agreed 
on a process for their advancement as indicated in Annex 2. The Meeting considered the HELCOM 
action related to applying for advisor status to Paris MoU as not valid and proposed its deletion from 
the list of HELCOM actions. 

- took note of the progress on national actions that have not yet been implemented by all Contracting 
Parties as indicated in Annex 2.  

- took note that the Contracting Parties will be requested to report on the implementation of HELCOM 
Recommendations in early 2019 to support the update of the BSAP and that all Working Groups are 
requested to propose a priority list of Recommendations to be reported. The Meeting agreed to 
complete the task via correspondence.  

- invited the Secretariat to circulate a proposed list with Maritime related Recommendations that are 
deemed relevant for a further follow-up, as well as a proposal on the reporting format shortly after 
the Meeting. The focus should be on Recommendations containing concrete measures aiming to, 
e.g. reduce harmful impacts on the Baltic Sea. The proposed priority list will be agreed 
intersessionally via correspondence and submitted to HOD 55-2018 for endorsement.  

- agreed that a questionnaire with the aim to assess the level of implementation of the priority 
Recommendations will be circulated to Maritime contacts and observers by the Secretariat in early 
2019. 

- discussed the work plan for the BSAP update as contained in Annex 2 of document 2-5. The Meeting 
noted that the tasks of Working Groups to review BSAP ecological objectives (activity 2.2), to review 
the current BSAP (activity 2.4), and to develop proposals on actions and targets for commitments 
under the 2018 Ministerial Declaration are planned for spring/autumn 2019. The Meeting agreed 
that the work should be carried out mainly by correspondence. The Meeting further invited HOD 55-
2018 to approve the possibility of organizing an intersessional workshop or extension of MARITIME 
19-2019 meeting, if deemed necessary during the course of the correspondence work. 

- noted the proposal to analyse how the maritime sector can contribute to reducing a set of different 
pressures on the Baltic Sea (presentation 1). The Meeting supported the proposal in general, taking 
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note of the view of Russia that it is important to identify measures that could contribute to a 
significant reduction of pressures on the environment and also to discuss what type of HELCOM 
actions that could be formulated on the basis of such analyses. The Meeting noted the view of 
Germany that it is necessary to define what is meant with ‘hazardous substances’ in relation to 
maritime activities. 

- recommended that HELCOM expert groups and networks linked to impacts from maritime activities 
should be engaged in the work and that the BSAP update should be part of the agenda of relevant 
groups and networks. The Meeting also highlighted that results of regional projects such as the 
Interreg COMPLETE project, the BONUS SHEBA project and the Baltic LINes project should be 
considered in the BSAP update, as well as work by ICES groups. 

PRESSURE 9-2018 
Matters arising from other HELCOM work 

The Meeting 

- took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach (doc. 2 2) including 
perspectives beyond 2021, based on the outcome of the Brussels Ministerial Meeting, noting also 
that it is a living document to be kept updated. 

- further took note of the letter by OSPAR (doc. 2-1, Attachment 1) and the reply by HELCOM (doc. 2-
1, Attachment 2) and discussed the need and possibilities for new areas of cooperation 
concomitantly with the review of the level of implementation of Recommendations as part of the 
BSAP update. 

Organization of work to update the Baltic Sea Action Plan, including revision of HELCOM Recommendations 

The Meeting 

- took note of the presentation on the Strategic Plan and Work Plan for the update of the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan (doc. 3-1, Annex 1 and Annex 2) as presented by the Secretariat (Presentation 1). The 
expected contribution by HELCOM Working Groups stemming from the agreed activities in the 
strategic plan were also presented. The aim is to utilize the existing expertise of the HELCOM groups 
in the BSAP update, under the guidance of the Heads of Delegation. 

- noted that analysis of sufficiency of measures (SOM) will be carried out as part of updating the BSAP, 
in particular to support selection of new actions, as agreed by HELCOM 39-2018. To support the 
planned analyses a HELCOM Expert Group on Sufficiency of Measures (EG SOM) is under 
consideration, the Terms of Reference to be adopted at HOD 55-2018. 

- took note of the view of Germany that while the presented SOM approach is logical, it is also over-
ambitious. Furthermore, Germany pointed out that for topics such as eutrophication the necessary 
expertise and knowledge to formulate new measures already exists within the Pressure WG. The 
meeting also noted the view of Russia being against establishing a new group, due to the fact that 
there are limited possibilities to involve additional national experts in the HELCOM work on SOM. 

- took note of the view of Denmark that the overall work plan approach is found manageable although 
very tight, but a more detailed plan for the contribution from Pressure WG is desired, including to 
agree on the role of associated expert groups and to identify the tasks that will be addressed at future 
meetings of the Pressure WG. 

- took note of the information by the Secretariat that one of the main purposes of the EG SOM is to 
develop a similar and structured method and approach to identifying needs for new or strengthened 
measures across the HELCOM working structure. The Contracting Parties will be invited to nominate 
experts to EG SOM, and the nominations are expected to draw from existing HELCOM expertise, 
including Pressure WG and associated EGs. Prioritization of topics to be covered by the analysis of 
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sufficiency of measures will be proposed by the GEAR Group, as needed, which is closely linked to 
the question of available resources. 

- clarified that consideration of reasons for lagging behind with implementation of some of the BSAP 
actions is meant as an open-ended discussion, and is not subject to the planned reporting on 
HELCOM Recommendations.  

- The Chair pointed out that the review of ecological objectives in the BSAP update refers to the 
narrative description of desired status of the environment, e.g. ‘Clear water’, ‘Healthy wildlife’. In 
this respect, there are no plans to review HELCOM pressure targets or threshold values for indicators. 

- underlined the importance of early proposals on potential new measures to give appropriate time 
for Working Groups to review and discuss the proposals, as well as the importance of good 
coordination and cooperation among the Working Groups in the BSAP update process, to be 
supported by the Secretariat.  

- proposed to engage expert groups and networks by including a contribution to the BSAP in the Terms 
of Reference of relevant groups. 

- took note that stakeholder contributions are anticipated through the contribution from observers in 
the planned activities, and that at this time one stakeholder conference has been indicated in the 
work plan for the BSAP update. The meeting noted the proposal by CCB to increase the possibilities 
for stakeholder contributions, e.g. by considering additional stakeholder workshops. The meeting 
noted the proposal of Germany to use thematic workshops to discuss new actions to be included into 
BSAP update. 

- further took note of the information on the state of reporting and assessment of implementation of 
HELCOM Recommendations adopted before 2007 and information on the state of related EU 
regulations (doc. 3-1-Add.1). 

- considered the process to follow up the implementation of national and regional actions as well as a 
proposal to include suggested national actions to the list of HELCOM actions under the Pressure WG 
and agreed on that as reflected in Annex 2 and Annex 3, respectively. 

- suggested to check the Recommendations adopted before 2007 against BREF and other EU 
legislation. Russia supports this evaluation informing that BAT approach will be enacted in Russia 
from January 2019. Also RedCore DG could be invited to review the recommendation related to input 
of nutrients. 

- agreed that the Contracting Parties will share the work on consideration of the Recommendations 
adopted before 2007 to identify which actions should be included into follow-up system. The 
Meeting agreed that countries will consider the Recommendations as listed in Annex 4. The meeting 
invited the Contracting Parties to consider reviewing of the remaining Recommendations and inform 
the Secretariat by 19 October 2018 (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi). The meeting agreed that 
the results of evaluation will be reported to the Secretariat by 21 December 2018. 

- requested the Secretariat to provide a specification of the reviewing outcomes by 19 October 2018. 

Marine litter 

The Meeting 

- took note that the Third Workshop on implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter 
(WS RAP ML 3-2018) was held on 9 October 2018 and considered an extraction from the Outcome 
of WS RAP ML 3-2018 reflecting the suggestions by the workshop on the further steps (Presentation 
2). The Meeting agreed on the joint actions suggested by the Workshop as contained in Annex 5. 

- took note of the outcome of the HELCOM-Interreg workshop on marine litter and eco-design held on 
15 June 2018 in Berlin, Germany, and discussed the “Principles for design reducing/ preventing 
marine litter” evolved from the workshop (doc. 4-5).  

mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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- also took note that additional discussion is foreseen in terms of resources’ availability and 
identification of the final product of action RL5. Germany offered to investigate the possibility to 
present HELCOM work on action RL5 in the “Design for Sustainability 2018” event to be held on 11-
12 December in London, UK.  

- agreed that the Contracting Parties will provide national information to Germany (Ms. Stefanie 
Werner, stefanie.werner@uba.de) and the Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) on activities aiming at 
establishing a dialogue and negotiate on solutions with business and industry to (i) develop design 
improvements that reduce the negative impacts of products entering the marine environment, and 
(ii) reduce over- packaging and promote wise packaging.  

- took note of the outcome of the regional questionnaire to compile information on national activities 
with regard to ALDFG as contained in document 4-3-Rev.2.  

- took note of the information that Finland has received funding for further relevant studies. Finland 
pointed out that bottom topography is quite specific in the northern part of the Baltic Sea and differs 
from the southern areas which requires also specific approaches to snagging sites mapping. 

- took note of the study reservation by Denmark on the document and that consolidated position will 
be presented at FISH meeting in November 2018.  

- agreed in principle to develop further the suggestions on potential regional actions included in 
document 4-3-Rev.2, pending on the study reservation by Denmark. 

- took note that WWF Poland is working on drafting a follow-up project to the MARELITT Baltic project 
(“Baltic Sea Blueprint”) and that partners willing to join the project consortium can contact WWF 
Poland (Ms. Sylwia Migdal, smigdal@wwf.pl).  

- took note of the information on “Clean Beach Campaign” organized in 2018 in Russia as well as in 
some other HELCOM countries as contained in document 4-6. The meeting encouraged countries to 
seek for opportunities to join to the Baltic Sea “Clean Beach Campaign 2019” with national events 
and to distribute information on the campaign to potential target groups in the region.  

- took note of the information on the Seminar on Prevention of and sanctions on illegal waste disposal 
from ships at sea as provided by Germany (doc. 4-4) as well as of the invitation to nominate national 
experts for participation in the seminar, if possible one per country.  

- took note of the information on ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine litter 
as contained in document 4-7. 

- took note of the evaluation of the implementation of ToR for the EN-Marine Litter as contained in 
document 4-1. Based on this evaluation, the meeting considered the update of the ToR for the 
HELCOM EN-Marine Litter for the period 2018-2021 and agreed on the ToR as contained in Annex 6.  

Underwater noise 

The Meeting 

- considered the updated reporting format to the OSPAR-HELCOM registry of underwater noise and 
agreed on it (doc. 5-2).  

- agreed on the revised Terms of Reference for the HELCOM EN-Noise for the period 2018-2021 as 
given in Annex 7. 

Measures to reduce nutrient loads 

The Meeting 

- discussed the work plan of the work on the Nutrient Recycling Strategy, provisional agenda of the 
Nutrient recycling workshop (doc. 6-6) and the draft vision of the nutrient reduction strategy.  

https://www.ami.international/events/event?Code=C0923#10161
mailto:stefanie.werner@uba.de
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
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- agreed that the Strategy is an example of work which connects requirements for fresh water and 
marine water environment contributing to their good environmental status. The meeting also 
recommended to take into account bio wastes as a potential source of nutrients to the environment.  

- agreed that comments on the text of the vision (doc. 6-11) should be provided by 26 October 2018 
to the Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi). The meeting invited to provide comments as direct 
text corrections marked by track changes. 

- took note of the information by Finland on the report “Speeding up the ecological recovery of the 
Baltic Sea – Assessment of the contribution of internal nutrient storages to the eutrophied state of 
the Baltic Sea and technical, socio-economic, political, legal and institutional aspects of potential 
measures to mitigate the internal nutrient leakage from bottom sediments”, funded by the Ministry 
of the Environment of Finland. 

- considered the initial proposal by Germany for Terms of Reference for the group to draft the regional 
principles and risk assessment framework for management of internal nutrient reserves (NUTRI RISK) 
(doc. 6-8) and initial comments by Finland (doc. 6-17) on the German proposal. 

- agreed on the updated ToR for the Group to draft the regional principles and risk assessment 
framework for management of internal nutrient reserves (IN MINUTS) as contained in Annex 8. 

- took note of the offer by Germany to take the lead in the development of the frame and invited the 
Contracting Parties to consider co-leading to support Germany.  

- took note of the information by Finland on joint research project of University of Helsinki and Finnish 
Environment Institute, SAVE – Saving the Archipelago Sea by applying gypsum to agricultural fields 
(https://blogs.helsinki.fi/save-kipsihanke/?lang=en), funded by the Ministry of the Environment of 
Finland. The Meeting also took note of the information by JNF on the NutriTrade project 
(http://nutritradebaltic.eu/pilots/pilot-gypsum/), funded by the EU Interreg Central Baltic 
programme, which tested the method in large scale (Presentation 3). 

- took note of the information by the PLC-6 Project Manager regarding progress in elaboration of the 
assessment of the effectiveness of measures (doc. 6-15).  

- noted that the part of the assessment related to quantification of effects of various measure is rather 
challenging, and that the material for such assessment had been compiled and the assessment will 
be made by the end of the year as a pilot product forming a background for the similar assessment 
by PLC-7. 

- took note of a draft Executive summary of the PLC-6 project which is the final project deliverable 
(doc. 6-7). 

- welcomed the product in general, suggested to mention nutrient loads due to nitrogen fixation in 
the Baltic Sea in the summary and to shorten the section on effectiveness of measures.  

- in principle endorsed the Executive summary for publication after language check and layout as well 
as proposed updates.  

- took note of the PLC-6 project evaluation report and also of the supplementary document (doc. 6-14 
and 6-14-Add.1.) informing of the original project description.  

- agreed that the project achieved its objectives and recommends to submit the closing report to HOD 
55-2018 for decision on closing of the PLC-6 project. 

- took note of the information on the agenda of the NutriRed workshop (doc. 6-16). 

- discussed the updated HELCOM core indicator on input of nutrients (1995-2016) and major 
conclusions from this new data (doc. 6-13).  

- endorsed the indicator for submission to HOD 55-2018 for publication after a commenting round. 
The meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide comments on the text of the Indicator to the 

mailto:susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi
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PLC-7 Project Manager (Lars M. Svendsen, lms@dce.au.dk) and the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi).  

- took note of the information on the results of reporting of the data on phoshogypsum stacks and 
agreed that the data will be analysed by the Secretariat with the support of RedCore DG and PLC-7 
Implementation Group and presented to PRESSURE 10-2018. 

- took note of the results of revision of the “Guidelines for the annual and periodical compilation and 
reporting of waterborne inputs to the Baltic Sea (PLC-water)” as one of the key tasks of the HELCOM 
PLC-7 Project (doc. 6-9). 

- agreed to provide minor remaining comments on the draft Guidelines by 25 October 2018 to the 
PLC-7 Project Manager (lms@dce.au.dk) and the HELCOM Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi). 

- in principle endorsed the draft for submission to HOD 55-2018 after commenting.  

- took note of the PLC-7 Progress report and that the work is going on in accordance with the foreseen 
timetables (doc. 6-10).  

- considered the report by EMEP on emissions and deposition of nitrogen (doc. 6-2 and Presentations 
4 and 5) and also comments by Finland (doc. 6-17) on the report. 

- agreed that written comments on the report should be provided to EMEP-W 
(michael.gauss@met.no) with copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 8 
November 2018.  

- requested the RedCore DG to update the policy message of the fact sheets before their publication. 
The meeting endorsed the publication of the fact sheets after implementation of the comments and 
update of the policy message by RedCore DG. 

Hazardous substances 

The Meeting 

- considered the report by EMEP on airborne input of cadmium, mercury, benzo(a)pyrene and PCB-
153 in the period from 1990 to 2016 (doc. 7-1 and Presentation 6). 

- agreed to discuss suggestions for key messages at PRESSURE 10-2018, considering e.g. identification 
of break points on statistical trends. 

- agreed that written comments on the report should be provided to EMEP 
(alexey.gusev@msceast.org; Michael.Gauss@met.no) with a copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 8 November 2018. 

- in principle endorsed the publication of the fact sheets (docs. 7-1-Att.1 – Att.6) after implementation 
of the comments. 

- agreed on the List of substances for assessment in the period 2018-2019, as given in Annex 9. 

- considered the preliminary analysis of micropollutants in WWTPs and rivers in the Baltic Sea 
catchment which is a part of the joint HELCOM action on micropollutants in WWTP effluents, and 
welcomed the achieved progress (doc. 7-8). 

- took note of the information that new WFD requirements oblige to monitor PFOS in biota, which 
might reduce data flow on PFOS in river water. The Meeting also suggested to inform on limits of 
quantification to the analysis. The Meeting welcomed the work done and took into account that the 
EU encouraged further work on expansion of the list of monitored contaminants in rivers. 

- took note of the preliminary analysis of pharmaceuticals in WWTP effluents which is a part of the 
cooperation programme between HELCOM and PA Hazards (doc. 7-5). The data will further be 
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utilized for accomplishing of the HELCOM action on micropollutants in WWTP effluents, identification 
of the regional priority contaminants and advancement of HELCOM indicators. 

- took note of the report on the work done by HELCOM CG PHARMA in the last year (doc. 7-6). The EU 
recommended to take into account the work of the Commission on pharmaceuticals and encouraged 
CG PAHRMA group to cooperate with the Commission. 

- took note of the current work of the EN-Hazards and, particularly, planned activities on further 
advancement of HELCOM indicators of contamination of the Baltic Sea environment incorporating 
data on loads, sources, use of chemicals.  

- took note of the suggestion by the EU to use this work to support national reporting for the EU WFD 
and MSFD. 

- supported the cooperation of Pressure and State&Conservation Groups aimed at further elaboration 
of HELCOM indicators and encouraged national experts to contribute to this work. 

- took note of the information on utilization of BREF for HELCOM work on hazardous substances (doc. 
7-9).  

- took note of the document for future work on hazardous substances in HELCOM based on the 
assessment of the life cycle of particularly hazardous substances (doc. 7-7).  

- welcomed the new vision of HELCOM Indicators of contamination of the Baltic Sea environment, 
highlighting the urgent need to connect the data on loads and sources of contaminants with the state 
of the Baltic Sea environment.  

- took note of the suggestion to launch a regional questionnaire on handling of medical wastes and 
the reporting format jointly prepared by HELCOM CG PARMA and CW PHARMA project as a part of 
practical cooperation between HELCOM and PA Hazard (doc. 7-4).  

- expressed strong support to this activity and requested the Secretariat to circulate the questionnaire 
and the reporting format by 19 October 2018. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to respond 
to the questionnaire by 21 December 2018.  

- considered the initial suggestion for the update of the HELCOM Recommendation on anti-fouling 
systems prepared by Finland (doc. 7-3-Rev.1 and Presentation 7) and comments by Sweden on the 
suggestion (doc. 7-10). 

- discussed the suggestion and proposed the following: to include total ban of biocides in fresh water 
and in low-salinity areas such as the Gulf of Bothnia; in case of banning of the use of biocides in 
antifouling paints, a transitional period will be needed; consider further development of non-biocide 
antifouling and develop relevant infrastructure; consider inclusion of other toxic substances, such as 
igarol into the Recommendation; take all measures to assure preventing contamination of Baltic Sea 
environment by biocides. 

- took note of the position of Denmark that due to the specific character of national marine waters 
and the lack of knowledge from risk assessment of antifouling paints, Denmark cannot at the moment 
support the revision of the Recommendation.  

- agreed to continue intersessional work encouraging Denmark to join the consultations on the update 
of the Recommendation and to consider the update of the Recommendation at PRESSURE 10-2019. 

- took note that Poland in general supports further work on updating of the Recommendation and that 
it should be in line with the current work of IMO on the issue and to involve HELCOM Maritime Group. 

Physical damage to the sea floor and hazardous substances in bottom sediments 

The Meeting 

- considered a suggestion for consolidated reporting to London Convention of the data on depositing 
of dredged material at sea and welcome this initiative of EN DREDS.  
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- discussed the proposed reporting format and procedure for data verification/reporting and agreed 
to test the suggested reporting procedure on 2017 data in cooperation with the Secretariat of London 
Convention (doc. 8-1). 

- took note of the progress in the work of EN DREDS, as reported in the Outcome of EN DREDS 5-2018 
(doc. 8-2), and requested the group to continue the work on improvement of national reporting and 
the use of compiled information for assessment of sea-floor integrity. The meeting encouraged 
national experts to attend the EN DREDS Group meetings to fully utilize available knowledge. 

- took note of the status of 2017 data reporting (doc. 8-3) and encouraged countries to intensify the 
reporting, bearing in mind that the data 2017 will be used as a test for consolidated reporting to 
London Convention. 

Remaining HELCOM hot spots and follow up of their deletion 

The Meeting 

- considered a proposal by Russia concerning hot spots Nos. 15, 49, 50 and 69 (doc. 9-1 and 
Presentation 8).  

- discussed the proposal and concluded as following: data on potential soil and ground water 
contamination should be presented for closed sites together with data on monitoring of water 
quality; to prove the application of BAT at the operational site No. 49. 

- agreed to rename hot spot No. 15 and to split hot spot No. 69 but based on the information provided 
was not in the position to recommend HOD to remove the hot spots. 

- noted information by CCB on the work on criteria for diffuse hot spots when the BSAP had been 
adopted. The meeting agreed to consider the results of that work. 

- noted the concern of CCB regarding availability of information on the progress of international 
cooperation on the hot spot Krasny Bor. The meeting encouraged Russia to inform on the state of 
the site, preferably at the upcoming HOD 55-2018 meeting. 

Any other business 

The Meeting 

- considered HELCOM work on climate change and supported the direction of the dedicated work on 
climate change involving Baltic Earth network. 

- in general supported the suggested fact-sheet approach providing the following reflection on the 
matter: to organize work along BSAP update issues; there are too many detailed fact sheets and it 
might be more beneficial to have less e.g. one fact sheet on eutrophication; reflect carbon cycle in 
PLC work; reflect increase of organic matter in fresh water; reflect the issue of atmospheric 
deposition and involve EMEP into the work on deposition, particularly the effect on ammonia 
emissions; changes of nutrient loads due to changing of farming practices; initiate work to quantify 
the capacity of healthy Baltic Sea to store carbon. Finland informed that it will provide comments to 
State&Conservation. 

Future work and meetings 

The Meeting 

- welcomed the offer of Estonia to host the next meeting of Pressure Group (PRESSURE 10-2019) 
during week 8-12 April 2019. 

- welcomed the offer of the EU to host the Eleventh Meeting of the Group (PRESSURE 11-2019), 
tentatively during week 21-25 October 2019. 



GEAR 19-2018, 2-2 
 

 

Page 19 of 28 
 

- also reiterated the need to minimize the document flow through intersectional consideration of the 
information documents. The Meeting also requested to return to thematic focus of meetings.  

- suggested that the results of the EMEP work will be considered by PLC-7 Implementation Group or 
RedCore DG, bearing in mind that the final endorsement of the results is under the mandate of 
Pressure Group. 

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair(s) 

The Meeting 

- thanked Mr Lars Sonesten for the successful chairing of the Group during the past four years and 
invited him to chair the Group for the next 2-year period. 

- discussed the election of the Vice-Chair(s) and invited the Secretariat together with the Chair to 
identify potential areas where the Vice-Chair can provide support to the Chair and use this as a 
guidance for the Vice-Chair elections at PRESURE 10-2018. 

Work Plan 2019-2020 

The Meeting 

- considered the evaluation of the implementation of the group’s work plan 2017-2018 (doc. 3-2) and 
agreed on it as given in the Annex 10. 

- agreed on the work plan for the period 2019-2020 as given in Annex 11. 

STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 
Development and implementation of Recommendations 

RECOMMENDATION 16/3 PRESERVATION OF NATURAL COASTAL DYNAMICS 
The Meeting 

- agreed to initiate the reporting on the recommendation [16/3 Preservation of natural coastal 
dynamics] by sending the finalized questionnaire to national State and Conservation representatives 
by 1 February 2019. Responses are to be made available to lead country Denmark (makra@mfvm.dk) 
by 1 April 2019, after which the results will be compiled and presented to State and Conservation 10-
2019 

RECOMMENDATION 17/2 PROTECTION OF HARBOUR PORPOISE IN THE BALTIC SEA AREA 

The Meeting  

- in principle endorsed the technical amendments of the updated recommendation [Recommendation 
17/2 on protection of harbor porpoise], taking into account the study reservations of Denmark, 
Germany and Sweden [to be clarified by 9 November] (document 3N-12 rev. 1) to HOD 55 for 
approval and to HELCOM 40 for adoption.  

- considered that, as new knowledge on the existence of two sub-populations of the harbour 
porpoises in the Baltic Sea and work on the new indicators concerning Baltic harbour porpoise, a 
revision of the Recommendation 17/2 is needed, and invited HOD 55-2018 to consider initiating a 
process to revise the Recommendation. 

RECOMMENDATION 21/4 PROTECTION OF HEAVILY ENDANGERED OR IMMEDIATELY THREATENED 
MARINE AND COASTAL BIOTOPES IN THE BALTIC SEA AREA 

The Meeting  

mailto:makra@mfvm.dk


GEAR 19-2018, 2-2 
 

 

Page 20 of 28 
 

- welcomed the information by Denmark on the progress made to clarify their position on the 
Recommendation 21/4 and that there has not been enough time to finalize the national 
parliamentarian process prior to State and Conservation 9-2018. The Meeting supported the process 
proposed by Denmark, whereby the document will be submitted to HOD 55- 2018 in its current form 
and Denmark will clarify their national position at HOD 55-3018, with the intention to submit the 
Recommendation for adoption by HELCOM 40-2019. 

RECOMMENDATION 35/1 SYSTEM OF COASTAL AND MARINE BALTIC SEA PROTECTED AREAS (HELCOM 
MPAs) 

The Meeting  

- endorsed the establishment of a regional MPA management network under the auspice of HELCOM 
and requested the Secretariat to present the proposal to HOD 55-2018 for consideration. The 
Meeting agreed that should HOD 55-2018 endorse the proposal, Terms of Reference will be drafted 
intersessionally to be presented for approval by State and Conservation 10-2019. 

a) Follow-up of action ‘reach goal of 10% of the marine area in all sub-basins of the Baltic Sea including 
the EEZ areas beyond territorial waters is covered by MPAs where scientifically justified’  

The Meeting  

- invited the Secretariat to intersessionally provide calculations for the total area (HELCOM MPA’s and 
N2000) coverage of MPA’s by sub-basin and based on these calculations compile a list of those sub-
basins with a total coverage of less than 10%, as well as identify the countries bordering the 
respective sub-basins. The results of this work are to be shared with the State and Conservation 
Working Group by 15 February 2019. The Meeting agreed that the relevant Contracting Parties will 
collate any additional information regarding spatial protection in the respective areas and present 
this at State and Conservation 10-2019 for further discussion. 

- agreed that in the future the overview of the MPA network should be reported annually.  

- agreed on amendments or changes to the assessment criteria for the listed actions of the 
Recommendations [Recommendations 35/1 and 37/2] as contained in document 8J-1 Att. 4 rev. 1. 

d) Follow-up of action ‘ensure, when selecting new areas, that the network of HELCOM MPAs is 
ecologically coherent and takes into account connectivity between sites’  
The Meeting  

- agreed that the first workshop [on habitat and biotope mapping, mapping methods, habitat and 
species modelling and production of relevant maps (presentation 7)] should be a two to three-day 
workshop, preliminarily to be held in fall 2019, aimed at those experts preforming mapping and 
working on producing the end products used in conservation and MSP. It should serve as a scoping 
exercise, identify the gaps and needs in knowledge and present successful mapping practices which 
will then be used to inform further work. The Meeting agreed that the work should be conducted in 
close cooperation with EN BENTHIC. 

- agreed that further comments to the proposal can be made to Finland 
(markku.viitasalo@ymparisto.fi) by 5 November 2018, after which the document will be finalized. 
The Meeting furhter agreed that the finalized document be presented to HOD 55-2018 for approval. 

j) Follow-up of action ‘harmonise the designation of neighbouring HELCOM MPAs in transboundary 
marine areas’  
The Meeting  
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- discussed the draft update of Guidelines for MPA pressure evaluation (document 3N-4) and agreed 
that the Contracting Parties can provide comments to Finland by the 26 November 2018, after which 
an intersessional online meeting will be arranged in the beginning of 2019.  

- took note of the information by Germany on current and upcoming activities in the MSFD CIS process 
as regards the establishment of a new technical group on seafloor integrity and the request to ICES 
as regards pressures related to physical loss and physical disturbance. 

m) Follow-up of action ‘update, when necessary, HELCOM MPA related guidelines and guiding documents 
in order to keep them in line with new knowledge and compatible with other international criteria’ 
The Meeting  

- noted the HELCOM MPA management and designation guidelines (document 3N-10), and discussed 
the state of and need for updating the guidelines in order to keep them in line with new knowledge 
and recent best practices (cf. discussion notes by Finland, presentation 9). The Meeting agreed on a 
process for reviewing the guidelines to get an overview of the magnitude the update required, 
including a reconsideration of the existing size limit of the HELCOM MPA’s, as follows: Contracting 
Parties can provide comments to the document to the Secretariat or their national TG MPA 
representative by 30 January 2019. Concomitantly the members of TG MPA will individually review 
the guidelines and share the results by 30 January, after which Finland, as lead country for the 
Recommendation, will collate the information and present it at a TG MPA meeting in early March 
where the group will elaborate a way forward. The Meeting invited the Secretariat to collate relevant 
information to support the work from the outcome of the MPA Managers workshop. 

RECOMMENDATION 37/2 CONSERVATION OF BALTIC SEA SPECIES CATEGORIZED AS THREATENED 
ACCORDING TO THE 2013 HELCOM RED LIST 

The Meeting  

- agreed to initiate reporting on the Recommendation and welcomed Germanys offer to draft a 
template for reporting on the level of implementation of the actions under the Recommendation, 
with assistance from the Secretariat, and present it to State and Conservation 10-2019. The Meeting 
agreed that it would be beneficial to report on the Recommendation both from the perspective of 
level of implementation and effectiveness of measures, taking note of the related OSPAR work. 

- invited OSPAR/Germany to present the work on reporting done under the OSPAR Recommendation 
to State and Conservation 10-2019. 

a) Follow-up of action ‘Inventory of existing and planned national and regional conservation-, recovery- 
and/or action plans, and by 2018 review their effectiveness and, if necessary, define future protection 
needs’  

The Meeting  

- endorsed the HELCOM Action Plan for the protection and recovery of Baltic sturgeon and agreed to 
submit the plan to HOD 55-2018 for approval, with the aim of submitting it to HELCOM 40-2019 for 
adoption (document 3N-3). 

Plans for implementation of the work plan and emerging issues  
The Meeting  

- took note of the information presented by Sweden on the voluntary session on common 
understanding and future regional coordination of the assessment of relevant marine species and 
habitats under EU directives (presentation monday evening session). The outcome of the session 
and recommendations is presented as Annex 2 of this outcome.  
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- supported the proposal to have regional discussion on the topics and agreed that this should be a 
reoccurring agenda point of State and Conservation meetings, especially in preparation for the next 
reporting on the directives.  

- The Meeting further discussed the need to delineate the data call to focus on filling identified gaps 
in the data available at HELCOM, and that the long term intention for the database is to provide 
infrastructure to store data on a regional scale, e.g as collected through projects or indicator 
assessments under HELCOM.  

Joint session 
Matters of relevance for the Meeting and information from the Secretariat 

The Meeting  

- took note of the letter by OSPAR (document 2J-4 Att. 1) and the reply by HELCOM (document 2J-4 
Att. 2) on HELCOM-OSPAR cooperation. 

- noted that the work to identify actions under the Recommendations which are possibly suited for 
cooperation with other organization has already started un the Nature Conservation sessions and 
that the actions under Recommendation 35/1 and 37/2 will be share with the upcoming OSPAR ICG 
MPA meeting. The Meeting invited the Secretariat to report back to State and Conservation on the 
response and outcome of the OSPAR ICG MPA meeting regarding topics identified for possible 
cooperation under recommendations 35/1 and 37/2. 

- invited the Secretariat to explore the possibility of an EU Commission representative to present 
ongoing work at the EU level on marine litter, noise and seafloor integrity at State and Conservation 
10-2019 with the aim of harmonizing approaches and avoiding double work. 

HELCOM indicators and assessments 

Indicators 
The Meeting  

- took note of the publication of the endorsed indicator reports on the HELCOM website, as supporting 
material to the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. 

- took note of the information on indicator leads and co-leads (document 3J-2) and noted that 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany and Sweden will provide changes to the information in the 
document and noted that amendments can be provided to the Secretariat by 13 November. 

- noted that work to review the HELCOM Indicators has commenced and will, in accordance with the 
work plan (approved by HELCOM HOD 54-2018, paragraph 4.25 and document 4-5), be considered 
next by GEAR 19-2018, on 7-8 November 2018 (document 3J-5).  

- took note of the clarification by the Secretariat that the annex (document 3J-5 Att.1) represents the 
first step in the process to review and evaluate the indicators currently addressed in the State of the 
Baltic Sea report (i.e. responses from the expert level),and that the work will be furthered by GEAR 
19-2018. Aspects including defining to timing, role and possible thematic division of the workshop in 
spring 2019, and the plan for indicator experts and policy advisors to be present, were mentioned as 
part of the existing plan. 

- took note of proposed amendments by Denmark, Germany and Sweden to the document as 
contained in document 3J-1 rev. 1. The Meeting noted that further comments to the document [Draft 
Terms of Reference for a joint OSPAR-HELCOM workshop for indicators for incidental bycatch] will 
be provided by Denmark by 30 October 2018. 

- agreed that it would be beneficial to include references to relevant HELCOM (and OSPAR) 
commitments related to by-catch in the documentation for the workshop. The Meeting further noted 
that FISH and CG FISH DATA groups are missing from the indicated participants for the workshop, 
which should be amended to the draft ToR. 
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- invited the respective Secretariats to communicate with the ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS by-catch 
working group regarding the workshop to benefit from the work done under ACCOBAMS and 
ASCOBANS. 

- took note of the updated indicator report and the ongoing developments towards a core indicator 
of the pre-core indicator ‘Cumulative impact on benthic biotopes’ as presented by Kristine 
Brüggemann, Germany (document 3J-7, presentation 14). 

- took note that it is possible to provide comments to the indicator lead on cumulative impacts on 
benthic habitats, Torsten Berg (berg@marilim.de), cc’d to co-lead (Antonia Nyström Sandman 
antonia.sandman@aquabiota.se) by the 29 November 2018. 

- welcomed the information on the Operational Marine Acidification Indicator (OMAI) project, which 
aims to produce an operational marine acidification indicator (document 3J-3). The Meeting took 
note of the information that the kick off meeting for the project will take place 10 January at the 
premise of the HELCOM Secretariat in Helsinki, Finland.  

- took note of the information related to indicator development for Sustainable Development Goal 14 
(SDG 14) that took place in the Expert Workshop on Marine Pollution Indicators under Sustainable 
Development Goal Target 14.1.1 (September 2018), as presented by the Secretariat (document 3J-
6). The Meeting noted that the lead partners in that process (UN Environment and IOC-UNESCO) was 
developing an outcome report from the workshop. 

- took note of the Communication plan for the launch of the State of the Baltic Sea report (2018 
update) and the tools with which the report will be promoted (document 3J-4). 

- took note that the third thematic assessment on coastal fish will be published under the Baltic Sea 
Environment Proceedings in November. 

Monitoring guidelines for biota 

The Meeting 

- in principle endorsed the guidelines [for seal abundance and distribution in the HELCOM area, 
document 4J-1], noting the study reservation by Sweden and Denmark, and agreed that once they 
have been approved they will be transferred to the HELCOM Monitoring Manual. 

Development and implementation of Recommendations 

RECOMMENDATION 21/3 SUSTAINABLE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY TOURISM IN THE COASTAL 
ZONES OF THE BALTIC SEA AREA 

The Meeting  

- agreed to propose to HOD 55-2019 to delete the recommendation [21/3] and in instead focus the 
efforts on reviewing and updating the guidelines on sustainable tourism.  

- welcomed the offer of Latvia to collect proposals on what should be included in the guidelines and 
the Meeting invited Contracting Parties to send their proposals to Latvia by 28 February 2019. The 
Meeting welcomed the information that Latvia will consider taking the lead on updating and 
reviewing the guidelines and invited Latvia to present a proposed plan for the task at State and 
Conservation 10-2019. 

RECOMMENDATION 24/10 IMPLEMENTATION OF INTEGRATED MARINE AND COASTAL MANAGEMENT OF 
HUMAN ACTIVITIES IN THE BALTIC SEA AREA 
The Meeting  

- agreed to return to the question on the reporting on the Recommendation once the revision process 
is finalized, unless otherwise decided under the BSAP update process. 
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Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets 

The Meeting  

- took note of the review of the Baltic Sea environment fact sheets (BSEFS), as presented by Sweden 
(document 6J-1). The Meeting considered the overlap between BSEFS and the recently published 
“State of the Baltic Sea” report and core indicators, and agreed that wherever possible the BSEFS 
should be integrated into relevant indicator reports should be so, and that priority should be given 
to keeping the indicator report up to date. 

- agreed on the suggested actions as contained in document 6J-1 rev. 1 and further agreed that the 
respective leads, as identified in the document, will commence with implementing the actions and 
invited them to report on progress of the work to State and Conservation 10-2019. 

- agreed that old fact sheets should remain accessible but be archived to avoid confusion. 
Progress of relevant HELCOM expert groups and projects 

The Meeting  

- endorsed the election of Antonia Nyström Sandman (Sweden) as new Chair of the HELCOM IN 
BENTHIC group and agreed on the change of the name to ‘The HELCOM Expert Network on Benthic 
Habitats, EN BENTHIC’, as based on the expanded scope of the groups work. 

- agreed on the Terms of Reference for the EN BENTHIC and considered and agreed on the groups 
work plan (document 7J-2 rev. 1).  

- in principle endorsed the ToRs of the EN-HZ group and took note of the information that once a draft 
work plan is available it will be submitted to State and Conservation 10-2019 for approval. 

- agreed on the Draft Terms of Reference for the IN-Eutrophication group (document 7J-5 rev.1 ) with 
the addition regarding links to the MSFD for those contracting parties who are also EU Member States 
with regards to identification of new indicators. 

- approved the draft Terms of Reference of MORS EG (document 7J-7). 
- considered and in principle endorsed the project proposal for Quality assurance of phytoplankton 

monitoring in the Baltic Sea, taking into account the need to identify suitable working arrangements 
with regards to indicators and assessment (document 7J-1). 

- agreed on the suggested change of name of the SEAL group to expert group on marine mammals (EG 
MAMA) as well as the new proposed working structure and in principle endorsed the terms of 
reference for the EG MAMA (document 7J-10 rev.1), with study reservation by Germany and 
Denmark. The meeting noted that comments to the ToR can be provided by 7 November 2018. 

Baltic Sea Action Plan 

The Meeting  

- took note of the presentation on the Strategic Plan and Work Plan for the update of the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan (document 8J.1, Att 1 and Att 2) as presented by the Secretariat (presentation 17). The 
expected contribution by HELCOM Working Groups stemming from the agreed activities in the 
strategic plan was also presented. 

- discussed the not yet implemented joint HELCOM actions linked to the State and Conservation Group 
and agreed on a process for their implementation as indicated in Annex 5.  

- proposed that a review of existing knowledge on biological impacts of marine litter is carried out as 
a first step in the foreseen task of the EN-Marine Litter to consider the development and 
establishment of biological impact indicators of marine litter (cf. the EN- Marine Litter ToR for 2019-
2021). 

- highlighted that there is a need for more concrete planning for HELCOM work on threshold values 
for underwater noise, in line with the decision of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018, which is 
currently lacking in the proposed ToR for EN-Noise for 2018-2021. The Meeting suggested to GEAR 
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to discuss the issue with the aim of establishing a shared understanding and guidance on how this 
Ministerial task related to thresholds should be executed in collaborative manner with the work of 
TG Noise.  

- agreed to submit the information in Annex 5 on actions related to the implementation of the BSAP 
to HOD 55-2018.  

- noted that in accordance with the Strategic Plan for the BSAP update, Contracting Parties will be 
requested to report on the implementation of HELCOM recommendations to support the update of 
the BSAP and that Working Groups are invited to propose a priority list of recommendations to be 
reported. The Meeting agreed on a priority list of recommendations as included in Annex 6, focusing 
on recommendations that include concrete measures to improve or protect the Baltic Sea. 
Paragraphs of these recommendations that are related to information exchange or monitoring will 
not be included in the current reporting request.  

- discussed the workplan for the BSAP update as contained in document 8J-1, Att 2. The Meeting 
proposed to include a preparatory step to cater for the review of BSAP ecological objectives which 
has been indicated as an activity by Working Groups for spring 2019 (activity 2.2). The Meeting 
decided to come back to the discussion on reasons for not achieving BSAP commitments at the next 
meeting.  

- took note that adjustments to the overall structure of the BSAP will be considered and recognized 
that the BSAP provides an opportunity to cover aspects, for the whole Baltic Sea region, from 
different marine and environmental policies as well as to cover additional topics not addressed 
elsewhere. 

- took note of the point raised by Germany on the importance of taking into account the MSFD and 
the new GES Decision in the update of the BSAP to create synergies. 

- took note of the information by the Secretariat that comparison of goals and targets of other policies 
(MSFD, CBD Aichi Targets and SDGs) and BSAP is being carried out, showing their overall good 
alignment. 

Election of co-Chairs 

The Meeting 

- elected Norbert Häubner and Marie-Louise Krawack as co-Chairs for the Working Group for the time 
period of 2019-2020 representing the monitoring/assessment and biodiversity/nature conservation 
components, respectively. 

- elected Vivi Fleming-Lehtinen and Dieter Boedeker to continue as vice-Chairs for the Working Group 
for the time period of 2019-2020 representing the monitoring/assessment and biodiversity/nature 
conservation components, respectively. 

Future work 

- in principle endorsed that the proposed work process, the draft ToRs and the founding of an Expert 
Network on Climate Change, and invited the Secretariat to submit the document to the Baltic Earth 
Science Steering Group meeting (taking place on the 28 November 2018). The Meeting agreed to 
submit the document, keeping in mind that the document will be revised to take into account the 
comments from the Meeting, to HOD 55-2018 for approval, noting the study reservation by 
Germany. 

- discussed the international commitments as presented by the Secretariat (presentation 18).  
- took note of the draft updated Work Plan of State and Conservation Working Group for 2019-2020, 

as presented by the Secretariat (document 10J-3), and amended the Work Plan as presented in 
document 10J-3 rev.1. The Meeting agreed on the updated Work Plan and invited the Secretariat to 
submit it to HOD 55-2018 for approval. 

Any other business 
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- took note of the upcoming BONUS-HELCOM 8th stakeholder conference ‘Research and Innovation for 
Sustainability’ (document 11J-2). 

- took note of the draft update of HELCOM Data and Information Strategy, as presented by the 
Secretariat (document 11J-3). The Meeting in principle agreed on submitting the data and 
information strategy to HOD-55-2018 for approval. The Meeting noted it is possible to provide 
comments on the strategy to the Secretariat (joni.kaitaranta@helcom.fi) by 8 November. 

- confirmed that the next meeting of the Working Group (STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018) will be 
organized in Finland on 6-10 of May 2019. 

- agreed that State and Conservation Meeting 11-2019 will be organized on 21-25 October, starting 
with Nature Conservation session. The meeting noted that Latvia will explore the possibility to host 
the meeting.  

Monitoring and assessment 
Matters of relevance for the Meeting and information from the Secretariat 

The Meeting 

- took note of the information on the project BONUS Future Marine Assessment and Monitoring of 
the Baltic (FUMARI), focusing on gap analysis and applicability of new monitoring methods, which 
started in October and will run for eighteen months (document 2MA-1).  

- took note of the information regarding the BONUS SEAM (Towards Streamlined Baltic Sea 
Environmental Assessment and Monitoring) project as presented by the Co-Chair. The Meeting noted 
that SEAM will focus on benthic, pelagic and hazardous substances monitoring, and will run for 
eighteen months.  

Development and implementation of Recommendations 

RECOMMENDATION 19/3 MANUAL FOR THE HELCOM JOINT COORDINATED MARINE MONITORING 
The Meeting 

- agreed that reporting on the Recommendation [19/3] should take the form of an overview of 
reported data and gaps from the different data repositories, to be provided annually for the fall 
meeting of State and Conservation. The Meeting invited the respective data hosts to provide such a 
report in relation to Recommendation 19/3 annually. 

- took note of the initial overview of deadlines for data reporting listed in HELCOM Monitoring Manual 
and guidelines, as presented by Estonia (document 3MA-9). The Meeting agreed that this topic will 
be further discussed in State and Conservation 10-2019 when the input on optimal reporting dates 
are available from the Expert Networks. 

- invited the Secretariat to prepare a revised version of the document, including the information from 
the Expert Networks and indicator leads, to be shared with State and Conservation contacts by 28 
February. The Contracting Parties are then invited to provide input to the document by the 1 April 
2019, after which comments will be collated and prepared for submission to State and Conservation 
10-2019. 

Underwater noise 

The Meeting 

- took note of the information on coordinated reporting and hosting of HELCOM continuous noise 
monitoring data and supported the hosting of the database and soundscape by ICES (document 
3MA-6).  

- took note that Denmark and Poland would prefer that the database is funded from the HELCOM 
budget. 
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- welcomed the information that Sweden is willing to co-fund initial cost to set up the database at ICES 
and that Sweden is of the opinion that the tool should also be hosted there. 

- took note that Germany is of the opinion that the evaluation of the requirements for soundscape 
modelling should be addressed as soon as possible, or as soon as the hosting of the data is settled. 

- agreed to submit this information to the upcoming HOD 55-2018 for further deliberation on funding 
options for hosting HELCOM continuous noise monitoring data from the Contracting Parties. 

Marine Litter 

The Meeting 

- took note that the guidelines for monitoring beach litter and continuous noise, endorsed by STATE 
& CONSERVATION 8-2018, have been published on the HELCOM website. 

- recalled that STATE & CONSERVATION 4-2016 agreed that Recommendation 29/2, which includes 
Guidelines on sampling and reporting of marine litter found on beaches, will be superseded by 
Recommendation 36/1 once the HELCOM monitoring guidelines for marine litter on beaches have 
been developed and included in the HELCOM Monitoring Manual (cf. Outcome of STATE & 
CONSERVATION 4-2016, para. 3J.9).  

- agreed to invite HODs to supersede Recommendation 29/2 by Recommendation 36/1. 
Monitoring Guidelines 

The Meeting 

- in principle endorsed the Guidelines for sampling and determination of dissolved oxygen in seawater 
and agreed on their publication on the HELCOM website. The Meeting noted that further comments 
to the guidelines can be provided to lead country Sweden by 8 November 2018. 

- considered the guidelines on the determination of heavy metals in sediment (document 3MA-3). The 
Meeting in principle endorsed the Guidelines and agreed on their publication on the HELCOM 
website. The Meeting noted that further comments to the guidelines can be provided to lead country 
Germany by 8 November 2018. 

- took note of the overview of existing HELCOM databases and data flow arrangements, including 
information about hosts agreements and maintenance as compiled and presented by the Secretariat 
(document 3MA-8, presentation 19). 

- invited the JWG BIRD experts to identify the best way to collate available data on birds at sea and 
invited the experts to identify and suggest on the optimal reporting frequency and timing for at sea 
monitoring data. The Meeting further concluded that a structured process needs to be developed for 
bird indicators and Contracting Parties commitment needed to report the data.  

- invited the zoo- and phytoplankton and zoobenthos indicator experts to clarify what issues they came 
across regarding data usability from COMBINE during HOLAS II and to join a half day online workshop, 
together with the data host ICES and Secretariat. 

- invited the indicator leads to present an overview of gaps in the data which need to be solved for 
enabling functional data flow arrangements for future assessments. 

- invited the zoo-, phytoplankton and zoobenthos groups to report data on an annual basis to 
COMBINE and clearly communicate the issues encountered in reporting to the Secretariat and the 
data host ICES. 

- discussed the need to even and spread out the reporting to ease the load of data hosts at times of 
peak activity (e.g. for MSFD reporting) and agreed that more frequent, more regular reporting 
facilitates communication between the data host and the reporter, the identification and solving of 
issues, better governance and control over data quality. 

- agreed that the aim for all indicator data flows should be regular and frequent. 
- invited the Secretariat to produce an overview of the data flows related to the BSPI/BSII for State and 

Conservation 10-2019. 
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- invited all indicator leads and the Secretariat to present an overview of gaps in the data needed to 
make the indicators fully functional, to facilitate prioritization of the upcoming work (to largely be 
based on already existing information collected through the indicator review questionnaire), and 
invited the indicator manager to present the information at State and Conservation 10-2019. 

- invited the Secretariat to include data flows and data needs for candidate indicators in the overview, 
to facilitate prioritizing further work on indicator development, and present this overview at State 
and Conservation 10-2019.  

- took note of the presentation by Mr. Neil Holdsworth, ICES, regarding data flows, and the importance 
of identifying the need/end use of the data to ensure data adequacy (presentation 20).  

Any other business 

- took note of the information that Sweden can host the physical meeting of the Hazardous Substances 
Expert Network in spring 2019. 

- took note of the information by Sweden that the current co-Chair of EN HAZ will no longer be in a 
position to continue as she is changing positions. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to 
consider taking over co-Chairing of the group. 
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	 agreed on having a dedicated project manager at the Secretariat to support the tasks of the Secretariat in the BSAP update process, to be (part-) funded from the HELCOM budget (cf. Annex 2).
	- invited the Contracting Parties to offer additional contributions to complement the funding available from the HELCOM budget for the project manager as indicated in Annex 2 as well as for the BSAP update process and welcomed the information that Fin...
	- requested the Secretariat to prepare a flow chart visualising the roles of the working groups and the BSAP 2030 project in the BSAP update process, to be presented together with the draft work plan.
	- took note that EU has issued a new call for projects to support cooperation of measures to reach a good environmental status of the marine environment and that GEAR 8-2018 discussed the call, supported the development of a HELCOM coordinated project...
	- took note that the HELCOM project under preparation has a general objective to contribute to the update of the BSAP and implementation of Programmes of Measures for Contracting Parties being EU members, and a specific objective to analyse the effect...
	- approved the submission of the HELCOM-led project proposal to the EU call.
	HELCOM contribution to global processes

	The Meeting
	 took note of the information on examples of recent major activities of HELCOM aiming at implementing global regulations at the regional scale through cross-sectorial cooperation in the light of the outcome of the HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting ...
	 took note that the report of the Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of EBSAs in the Baltic Sea (EBSA workshop) has been put forward for the review at the CBD Twenty-second meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Tech...
	 took note of the information that for two of the identified EBSAs the maps presented in the EBSA workshop report showed dotted lines outlining the potential full geographical extent of the identified EBSA, which extended into the national waters of ...
	 p. 117 (new map for area no. 7 and removal of footnote);
	 p. 130 (new map for area no. 8 and removal of footnote);
	 p. 122: Textual changes made to address the potential concerns by Denmark.
	- took note of the study reservation by Germany on the new maps due to insufficient time to confer with national experts, and invited Germany to clarify their position shortly.
	- in principle agreed that the dotted lines are to be removed from the maps and on the proposal to amend the existing text on limitations in spatial coverage due to lack of participation as below, revise para 33 of the EBSA workshop report, and pendin...
	Report paragraph 33: Workshop participants noted that the lack of participation by two Baltic Sea (HELCOM) countries, Denmark and Poland, limited the extent to which the features of the entire Baltic Sea could be adequately considered by the workshop,...
	- took note of the information by Finland that the UN Environment Assembly has made resolutions regarding marine litter and has established an expert group on marine litter and microplastics. The meeting took note that there is an interest in work on ...
	- took note of the information on voluntary national reviews to the UN High-level Political Forum by the HELCOM Contracting Parties on implementation of UN Agenda 2030 (document 3-3). The meeting also took note of the information on global reporting o...
	- took note that Estonia will provide corrections regarding their SDG indicators in document 3-3.
	- took note that Latvia and Poland have prepared their national voluntary reviews and will present them at the UN High-level Political Forum.
	- pointed out that the Regional Seas Conventions have an important role to contribute to the implementation of SDGs as agreed in HELCOM.
	- highlighted that HELCOM work on indicators is unique in the global scale and invited the Secretariat to draft a document on lessons learnt from HELCOM indicators, for instance for the three indicators for which UN Environment is custodian agency, fo...
	- took note that the report “Bumps on the Road to 2030: An overview of the common challenges for the Nordic countries in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” commissioned by the Council of the Baltic Sea States has been published provid...
	- took note that the second cycle of the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects (2016-2020) to produce the Second World Ocean Assessment is ongoing (document 3-2). Th...
	- agreed on the importance of coordinating the input to the process from the Baltic Sea perspective and decided to set up a contact list for experts of the HELCOM Contracting Parties involved in the work. The meeting welcomed the offer by Estonia to s...
	Cooperation partners and processes

	The Meeting
	- recalled the OSPAR contribution to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. The meeting considered and agreed on the response by HELCOM to be submitted to OSPAR for the annual meeting in June 2018 (document 3-6).
	- took note of a study on the ‘European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region after 2020’ and some general considerations about the EUSBSR and cooperation with HELCOM presented by Ambassador Raul Mälk (Presentation 1).
	- expressed appreciation for the cooperation between the EUSBSR and HELCOM and the positive approach by the EUSBSR in considering HELCOM in their work.
	- took note that the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan coincides with the update of the EUSBSR Action Plan starting in autumn 2019 and stressed the importance of finding synergies with the update of the EUSBSR Action Plan and the BSAP.
	- took note of the outcomes of the XIX International Environmental Forum «Baltic Sea Day» (document 6-1), congratulated Russia for the successful organization of the event and pointed out that the Baltic Sea Day Forum can be considered a shared respon...
	- considered the concept of the XX Anniversary International Environmental Forum «Baltic Sea Day» on 21-22 March 2019 and invited the HELCOM working groups to provide practical suggestions for the agenda of the XX Anniversary Baltic Sea Day Forum. The...
	- confirmed that the implementation and the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan would be interesting topics for the XX Baltic Sea Day Forum.
	Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups
	Outcomes of working group meetings

	The Meeting
	- noted the information by the Secretariat on the ECONET project, funding for which has been applied from the Swedish Applicable Science Fund (FORMAS) by Sweden and Finland. HELCOM is included as a data provider for this work.
	- approved the revision of paragraph 7.5.3 of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7 as proposed by the Informal Working Group on Aerial Surveillance (IWGAS 2018) (document 4-3) and agreed to forward the amendment to HELCOM 40-2019 for adoption.
	- endorsed the proposed amendment of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7 regarding the frequency of Coordinated Extended Pollution Control Operations (CEPCOs) organized in the Baltic Sea and North Sea (document 4-25). The meeting instructed ...
	- approved the HELCOM core indicator on input of nutrients, 1995-2015 (document 4-11).
	- agreed with the suggestion by Denmark to introduce the following clause clarifying the difference in the used methods into the final published version of the indicator report:
	“Changes in inputs of total nitrogen and phosphorus since 1995 are estimated with a slightly different methods than the reductions since the reference period 1997-2003 (Figure 2). It is based on the estimated normalized inputs in 1995 and 2015 resulti...
	- agreed on the updated version of chapter 4.1 as proposed in document 4-17 to be included in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report.
	- approved the draft ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and agreed on its publication, planned for the end of June 2018 (document 4-16), following final editorial and layout work.
	- took note of the change of the title of the supplementary reports of HOLAS II to thematic assessments and welcomed the finalization of the following reports:
	 Thematic Assessment on Eutrophication
	 Thematic Assessment on Hazardous Substances
	 Thematic Assessment on Biodiversity
	 Thematic Assessment on Cumulative Impacts
	 Thematic Assessment on Economic and Social Analyses
	- endorsed the publication of the thematic assessments as Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings (BSEP) concomitantly with the publication of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report.
	- supported the arranging of a workshop under step 4 of the work plan for indicators in the second half of March 2019 and requested the Secretariat to elaborate the aim and intended deliverables of the workshop to enable the Contracting Parties to pla...
	- was of the view that the need for, and possible tasks of, policy leads should be further explored as the work progresses based on grouping of indicators.
	- noted the open issue of hosting indicator data for continuous noise (document 4-27 and Presentation 3), emphasized the importance of storing and making the data available, recognized the importance of a potential host to provide continuity and of li...
	- reconsidered the document on HELCOM input to the process of establishing environmental targets for underwater noise (document 4-12) taking into account the proposals by Russia (document 4-29) and agreed on the final version of the document as includ...
	- considered and approved the proposed project for updating and upgrading the HELCOM Checklist (BaltiCheck), 2018-2019 (document 4-18) and mandated the Executive Secretary to allocate resources for the project. The meeting took note of the comment by ...
	- considered document 4-20 on proposed HELCOM work on climate change and emphasized the importance of the practical nature of the work and linking the work on climate change to that on indicators and measures and especially updating of the BSAP. The m...
	- supported the engagement of the Secretariat with Baltic Earth and other potential partners, to further plan and operationalize the proposed approach. The meeting approved HELCOM joining Baltic Earth and BONUS as co-organizer of the "Multiple Drivers...
	- considered the Thematic Assessment on coastal fish and noted the small amendment to the report by Poland (document 4-26-Corr.1). The meeting approved the third draft thematic assessment on coastal fish (document 4-26) for publication in the Baltic S...
	- approved organizing a workshop on land-based nutrient loads on the Baltic Sea (document 4-13).
	- approved the following reports and agreed on their publication in Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings series:
	 PLC-6 Report on nutrients input by seven biggest rivers (taking into account the request by Germany to include five-year average concentrations into Table 2) (document 4-14);
	 PLC-6 Report on input of selected hazardous substances into the Baltic Sea (document 4-15).
	- approved the draft ENRIRED Report on Reduction of Atmospheric Nitrogen Deposition (document 4-21-Rev.1) to be published on the HELCOM webpage taking into account some minor clarification comments by Finland.
	- pointed out that EMEP provides HELCOM with highly scientific products which in some cases might be not fully consistent with the experts’ expectations and urged HELCOM working and expert groups as well as the Secretariat to be very specific consider...
	- agreed that information on potential reduction of nitrogen deposition specified by countries is of high demand for the update of the BSAP and PLC-7 work. The Meeting decided to postpone the decision on the new EMEP project by the next meeting (HOD 5...
	- decided to delete the hot spot no 6. Dalälven River from the HELCOM hot spot list (document 4-4) and thanked Sweden for the work done acknowledging that the measures based on the best practices had been implemented to minimize negative environmental...
	- expressed the concern that the principles to delete hot spots reflecting areal sources of environmental pressure are not clearly formulated in the HELCOM documentation, which hampers making justified decision regarding deletion of hot spots of this ...
	- took note of the outcome of AGRI 6-2018, as presented by the Chair Ms. Tarja Haaranen, in general (document 4-9) as well as:
	 took note of the self-evaluation of the implementation of the Work Plan for HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices 2017-2018 and the Terms of Reference for the Agri group;
	 approved organizing a workshop on manure standards and nutrient recycling back-to-back with the Agri Group dedicated meeting on revision of the Annex III part II on 6-8 November 2018 and welcomed the offer by Poland to host the workshop in Warsaw;
	 approved organizing AGRI 7-2019 during the week from 18 to 22 March 2019 and advised to organize the meeting in other dates than 21-22 March 2019 to avoid overlapping with the Baltic Sea Day forum in St Petersburg.
	 considered a proposal for the time frame and working method for the revision of part II of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention (document 4-8). The meeting was of the view that the suggested timeline could be too tight and thus approved the time fra...
	 approved the proposal for the time frame and working method to elaborate the Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy (document 4-7). The meeting emphasized the need for close cooperation between Agri and Pressure Working Groups on the strategy developm...
	 approved the updated Work Plan for HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices 2018-2019 (document 4-10).
	 took note of the support by BFFE to the continuation of the mandate of the Agri Group and the appreciation for the group’s work on the important topics such as manure standards, the revision of Annex III part II and nutrient recycling.
	 took note of the outcome of FISH 8-2018, as presented by the Chair Ms. Marianne Goffeng-Raakil, in general (document 4-23) and in particular:
	 invited Contracting Parties who have not yet done so to nominate experts to the CG FISHDATA group;
	 noted the initiative for a possible joint HELCOM/OSPAR workshop on by-catch indicators;
	 approved the organization of a regional workshop on seal-fisheries interactions;
	 invited the Contracting Parties, in particular those that have not yet done so, to consider hosting the next meeting of the Fish Group in January 2019.
	 With regard to the development of BAT/BEP for sustainable aquaculture, the Meeting noted the lack of progress and lead country. The Meeting agreed that, despite progress being slow, the matter is important, in particular in view of HELCOM Recommenda...
	 requested the Contracting Parties to contribute to the work and agreed that organizing a meeting of the CG Aquaculture would be a good way for experts to come together to exchange views and share information regarding what is considered BAT/BEP in t...
	 approved the updated Work Plan for the HELCOM Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries 2018-2019 (document 4-24) and thanked the Chair of the Fish Group for her efforts in this regard.
	 took note of the information on the latest development of HELCOM data related activities (document 4-28 and Presentation 4) and appreciated the achievements and development work done related to HELCOM Metadata catalogue and HELCOM Map and Data servi...
	 took note of the comment from Finland on the need for agreeing on a HELCOM process within the Gear Group on how INSPIRE related responsibilities should be notified to the EC in such a case when a Contracting Party is referring to HELCOM assessment d...
	 discussed on the potential need for applying HELCOM assessment data outputs according to INSPIRE data specifications, which was not required for the 2018 MSFD reporting but is required by 2020 and noted that transformation of HELCOM assessment data ...

	The Meeting
	- found it especially relevant to establish closer communication and cooperation between the groups, e.g. in the form of shared meetings of the representatives of the working groups or relevant Expert Networks under the both groups, joint thematic wor...
	- agreed that the update of the BSAP should be given a priority by the working groups in the round-up to the Ministerial Meeting 2021 and that this process will require such enhanced cooperation and coordination of the groups.
	- recognized that the roadmap of ecosystem-approach provides a good common basis for joint planning and requested the Secretariat to add indications of which working bodies are responsible for individual activities to the roadmap.
	- agreed that the work of the Pressure and State & Conservation Working Groups should continue to be result-oriented and have an overarching character, while more in-depth discussions could be organized at the level of expert groups or networks report...
	- recognized that the high work load of the groups related to the wide spectrum of issues the groups are tasked to deal with and pointed out that increased intersessional activities could partly provide a solution to this.
	- concluded that the planning of the work is important to avoid overlapping processes, for example, the indicator work is separated in time from integrated assessments.
	- further agreed that the current working structure should be in place until the completion of the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and may be revisited in 2021 in light of the results of the update process of the BSAP.
	- noted the feedback from the State & Conservation Group that nature conservation related issues under the current structure receive too little time and focus and recognized that this issue requires more attention in the future.
	- decided to prolong the mandates of the Fish and Agri Groups until 2022, to cover the period of updating the BSAP.
	- agreed to explore the possibility of even longer mandates for the groups, beyond 2022.
	- considered and approved the vacancy announcement for the post of the Executive Secretary (document 5-1) and approved the revised document on the timetable and procedure for the recruitment process, specifying the date for the interviews and adding a...
	- nominated EU as the Chair of the Recruitment Panel and Germany, Russia and Sweden as the three members (in addition to the Chair of the Commission who will participate ex officio) to the Recruitment Panel to conduct the selection procedure. The nomi...

	Any other business
	The Meeting
	- took note of the presentation by Mr. Dennis Hamro-Drotz from NEFCO on the projects financed from the BSAP Fund (document 6-3 and Presentation 5), and welcomed the announcement on the upcoming call on co-financing BSAP work.
	- invited NEFCO to cooperate and be involved in the update process of the BSAP with a view to be able to support the implementation of the updated BSAP.
	- took note of the information on progress on HELCOM communication activities and an outlook for future activities given by Mr. Dominik Littfass, Communication Secretary (Presentation 6). The meeting welcomed the streamlined communication activities a...
	- took note of the list of forthcoming meetings within HELCOM and other forums (document 6-2), and requested the Contracting Parties to consider hosting or confirm the venue and/or propose the dates for the meetings indicated in the document.
	- took note of the statement by the European Union on financing and legislation as included in Annex 4.

	Next meeting(s)
	The Meeting
	- decided that the next meeting (HOD 55-2018) will be held on 4-5 December 2018 in Helsinki. The meeting decided that HOD 56-2019 will be held tentatively on 18-19 June 2019.
	MARITIME 18-2018
	PRESSURE 9-2018

	The Meeting
	- took note of the presentation on the Strategic Plan and Work Plan for the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (doc. 3-1, Annex 1 and Annex 2) as presented by the Secretariat (Presentation 1). The expected contribution by HELCOM Working Groups stemm...
	- noted that analysis of sufficiency of measures (SOM) will be carried out as part of updating the BSAP, in particular to support selection of new actions, as agreed by HELCOM 39-2018. To support the planned analyses a HELCOM Expert Group on Sufficien...
	- took note of the view of Germany that while the presented SOM approach is logical, it is also over-ambitious. Furthermore, Germany pointed out that for topics such as eutrophication the necessary expertise and knowledge to formulate new measures alr...
	- took note of the view of Denmark that the overall work plan approach is found manageable although very tight, but a more detailed plan for the contribution from Pressure WG is desired, including to agree on the role of associated expert groups and t...
	- took note of the information by the Secretariat that one of the main purposes of the EG SOM is to develop a similar and structured method and approach to identifying needs for new or strengthened measures across the HELCOM working structure. The Con...
	- clarified that consideration of reasons for lagging behind with implementation of some of the BSAP actions is meant as an open-ended discussion, and is not subject to the planned reporting on HELCOM Recommendations.
	- The Chair pointed out that the review of ecological objectives in the BSAP update refers to the narrative description of desired status of the environment, e.g. ‘Clear water’, ‘Healthy wildlife’. In this respect, there are no plans to review HELCOM ...
	- further took note of the information on the state of reporting and assessment of implementation of HELCOM Recommendations adopted before 2007 and information on the state of related EU regulations (doc. 3-1-Add.1).
	- considered the process to follow up the implementation of national and regional actions as well as a proposal to include suggested national actions to the list of HELCOM actions under the Pressure WG and agreed on that as reflected in Annex 2 and An...
	- suggested to check the Recommendations adopted before 2007 against BREF and other EU legislation. Russia supports this evaluation informing that BAT approach will be enacted in Russia from January 2019. Also RedCore DG could be invited to review the...
	- agreed that the Contracting Parties will share the work on consideration of the Recommendations adopted before 2007 to identify which actions should be included into follow-up system. The Meeting agreed that countries will consider the Recommendatio...
	- requested the Secretariat to provide a specification of the reviewing outcomes by 19 October 2018.

	Marine litter
	The Meeting
	- took note that the Third Workshop on implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (WS RAP ML 3-2018) was held on 9 October 2018 and considered an extraction from the Outcome of WS RAP ML 3-2018 reflecting the suggestions by the worksh...
	- took note of the outcome of the HELCOM-Interreg workshop on marine litter and eco-design held on 15 June 2018 in Berlin, Germany, and discussed the “Principles for design reducing/ preventing marine litter” evolved from the workshop (doc. 4-5).
	- also took note that additional discussion is foreseen in terms of resources’ availability and identification of the final product of action RL5. Germany offered to investigate the possibility to present HELCOM work on action RL5 in the “Design for S...
	- agreed that the Contracting Parties will provide national information to Germany (Ms. Stefanie Werner, stefanie.werner@uba.de) and the Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) on activities aiming at establishing a dialogue and negotiate on solutions with...
	- took note of the outcome of the regional questionnaire to compile information on national activities with regard to ALDFG as contained in document 4-3-Rev.2.
	- took note of the information that Finland has received funding for further relevant studies. Finland pointed out that bottom topography is quite specific in the northern part of the Baltic Sea and differs from the southern areas which requires also ...
	- took note of the study reservation by Denmark on the document and that consolidated position will be presented at FISH meeting in November 2018.
	- took note of the information on “Clean Beach Campaign” organized in 2018 in Russia as well as in some other HELCOM countries as contained in document 4-6. The meeting encouraged countries to seek for opportunities to join to the Baltic Sea “Clean Be...
	- took note of the information on ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine litter as contained in document 4-7.
	- took note of the evaluation of the implementation of ToR for the EN-Marine Litter as contained in document 4-1. Based on this evaluation, the meeting considered the update of the ToR for the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter for the period 2018-2021 and agree...

	Underwater noise
	The Meeting
	- considered the updated reporting format to the OSPAR-HELCOM registry of underwater noise and agreed on it (doc. 5-2).
	- agreed on the revised Terms of Reference for the HELCOM EN-Noise for the period 2018-2021 as given in Annex 7.

	Measures to reduce nutrient loads
	The Meeting
	- discussed the work plan of the work on the Nutrient Recycling Strategy, provisional agenda of the Nutrient recycling workshop (doc. 6-6) and the draft vision of the nutrient reduction strategy.
	- agreed that the Strategy is an example of work which connects requirements for fresh water and marine water environment contributing to their good environmental status. The meeting also recommended to take into account bio wastes as a potential sour...
	- agreed that comments on the text of the vision (doc. 6-11) should be provided by 26 October 2018 to the Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi). The meeting invited to provide comments as direct text corrections marked by track changes.
	- took note of the information by Finland on the report “Speeding up the ecological recovery of the Baltic Sea – Assessment of the contribution of internal nutrient storages to the eutrophied state of the Baltic Sea and technical, socio-economic, poli...
	- considered the initial proposal by Germany for Terms of Reference for the group to draft the regional principles and risk assessment framework for management of internal nutrient reserves (NUTRI RISK) (doc. 6-8) and initial comments by Finland (doc....
	- agreed on the updated ToR for the Group to draft the regional principles and risk assessment framework for management of internal nutrient reserves (IN MINUTS) as contained in Annex 8.
	- took note of the offer by Germany to take the lead in the development of the frame and invited the Contracting Parties to consider co-leading to support Germany.
	- took note of the information by Finland on joint research project of University of Helsinki and Finnish Environment Institute, SAVE – Saving the Archipelago Sea by applying gypsum to agricultural fields (https://blogs.helsinki.fi/save-kipsihanke/?la...
	- took note of the information by the PLC-6 Project Manager regarding progress in elaboration of the assessment of the effectiveness of measures (doc. 6-15).
	- noted that the part of the assessment related to quantification of effects of various measure is rather challenging, and that the material for such assessment had been compiled and the assessment will be made by the end of the year as a pilot produc...
	- took note of a draft Executive summary of the PLC-6 project which is the final project deliverable (doc. 6-7).
	- welcomed the product in general, suggested to mention nutrient loads due to nitrogen fixation in the Baltic Sea in the summary and to shorten the section on effectiveness of measures.
	- in principle endorsed the Executive summary for publication after language check and layout as well as proposed updates.
	- took note of the PLC-6 project evaluation report and also of the supplementary document (doc. 6-14 and 6-14-Add.1.) informing of the original project description.
	- agreed that the project achieved its objectives and recommends to submit the closing report to HOD 55-2018 for decision on closing of the PLC-6 project.
	- took note of the information on the agenda of the NutriRed workshop (doc. 6-16).
	- discussed the updated HELCOM core indicator on input of nutrients (1995-2016) and major conclusions from this new data (doc. 6-13).
	- endorsed the indicator for submission to HOD 55-2018 for publication after a commenting round. The meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide comments on the text of the Indicator to the PLC-7 Project Manager (Lars M. Svendsen, lms@dce.au.dk...
	- took note of the information on the results of reporting of the data on phoshogypsum stacks and agreed that the data will be analysed by the Secretariat with the support of RedCore DG and PLC-7 Implementation Group and presented to PRESSURE 10-2018.
	- took note of the results of revision of the “Guidelines for the annual and periodical compilation and reporting of waterborne inputs to the Baltic Sea (PLC-water)” as one of the key tasks of the HELCOM PLC-7 Project (doc. 6-9).
	- agreed to provide minor remaining comments on the draft Guidelines by 25 October 2018 to the PLC-7 Project Manager (lms@dce.au.dk) and the HELCOM Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi).
	- in principle endorsed the draft for submission to HOD 55-2018 after commenting.
	- took note of the PLC-7 Progress report and that the work is going on in accordance with the foreseen timetables (doc. 6-10).
	- considered the report by EMEP on emissions and deposition of nitrogen (doc. 6-2 and Presentations 4 and 5) and also comments by Finland (doc. 6-17) on the report.
	- agreed that written comments on the report should be provided to EMEP-W (michael.gauss@met.no) with copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 8 November 2018.
	- requested the RedCore DG to update the policy message of the fact sheets before their publication. The meeting endorsed the publication of the fact sheets after implementation of the comments and update of the policy message by RedCore DG.

	Hazardous substances
	- considered the report by EMEP on airborne input of cadmium, mercury, benzo(a)pyrene and PCB-153 in the period from 1990 to 2016 (doc. 7-1 and Presentation 6).
	- agreed to discuss suggestions for key messages at PRESSURE 10-2018, considering e.g. identification of break points on statistical trends.
	- agreed that written comments on the report should be provided to EMEP (alexey.gusev@msceast.org; Michael.Gauss@met.no) with a copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 8 November 2018.
	- in principle endorsed the publication of the fact sheets (docs. 7-1-Att.1 – Att.6) after implementation of the comments.
	- agreed on the List of substances for assessment in the period 2018-2019, as given in Annex 9.
	- considered the preliminary analysis of micropollutants in WWTPs and rivers in the Baltic Sea catchment which is a part of the joint HELCOM action on micropollutants in WWTP effluents, and welcomed the achieved progress (doc. 7-8).
	- took note of the preliminary analysis of pharmaceuticals in WWTP effluents which is a part of the cooperation programme between HELCOM and PA Hazards (doc. 7-5). The data will further be utilized for accomplishing of the HELCOM action on micropollut...
	- took note of the report on the work done by HELCOM CG PHARMA in the last year (doc. 7-6). The EU recommended to take into account the work of the Commission on pharmaceuticals and encouraged CG PAHRMA group to cooperate with the Commission.
	- took note of the current work of the EN-Hazards and, particularly, planned activities on further advancement of HELCOM indicators of contamination of the Baltic Sea environment incorporating data on loads, sources, use of chemicals.
	- took note of the suggestion by the EU to use this work to support national reporting for the EU WFD and MSFD.
	- supported the cooperation of Pressure and State&Conservation Groups aimed at further elaboration of HELCOM indicators and encouraged national experts to contribute to this work.
	- took note of the information on utilization of BREF for HELCOM work on hazardous substances (doc. 7-9).
	- took note of the document for future work on hazardous substances in HELCOM based on the assessment of the life cycle of particularly hazardous substances (doc. 7-7).
	- welcomed the new vision of HELCOM Indicators of contamination of the Baltic Sea environment, highlighting the urgent need to connect the data on loads and sources of contaminants with the state of the Baltic Sea environment.
	- took note of the suggestion to launch a regional questionnaire on handling of medical wastes and the reporting format jointly prepared by HELCOM CG PARMA and CW PHARMA project as a part of practical cooperation between HELCOM and PA Hazard (doc. 7-4).
	- expressed strong support to this activity and requested the Secretariat to circulate the questionnaire and the reporting format by 19 October 2018. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to respond to the questionnaire by 21 December 2018.
	- considered the initial suggestion for the update of the HELCOM Recommendation on anti-fouling systems prepared by Finland (doc. 7-3-Rev.1 and Presentation 7) and comments by Sweden on the suggestion (doc. 7-10).
	- discussed the suggestion and proposed the following: to include total ban of biocides in fresh water and in low-salinity areas such as the Gulf of Bothnia; in case of banning of the use of biocides in antifouling paints, a transitional period will b...
	- took note of the position of Denmark that due to the specific character of national marine waters and the lack of knowledge from risk assessment of antifouling paints, Denmark cannot at the moment support the revision of the Recommendation.
	- agreed to continue intersessional work encouraging Denmark to join the consultations on the update of the Recommendation and to consider the update of the Recommendation at PRESSURE 10-2019.
	- took note that Poland in general supports further work on updating of the Recommendation and that it should be in line with the current work of IMO on the issue and to involve HELCOM Maritime Group.

	Physical damage to the sea floor and hazardous substances in bottom sediments
	- considered a suggestion for consolidated reporting to London Convention of the data on depositing of dredged material at sea and welcome this initiative of EN DREDS.
	- discussed the proposed reporting format and procedure for data verification/reporting and agreed to test the suggested reporting procedure on 2017 data in cooperation with the Secretariat of London Convention (doc. 8-1).
	- took note of the progress in the work of EN DREDS, as reported in the Outcome of EN DREDS 5-2018 (doc. 8-2), and requested the group to continue the work on improvement of national reporting and the use of compiled information for assessment of sea-...
	- took note of the status of 2017 data reporting (doc. 8-3) and encouraged countries to intensify the reporting, bearing in mind that the data 2017 will be used as a test for consolidated reporting to London Convention.
	- considered HELCOM work on climate change and supported the direction of the dedicated work on climate change involving Baltic Earth network.
	- in general supported the suggested fact-sheet approach providing the following reflection on the matter: to organize work along BSAP update issues; there are too many detailed fact sheets and it might be more beneficial to have less e.g. one fact sh...

	Future work and meetings
	- welcomed the offer of Estonia to host the next meeting of Pressure Group (PRESSURE 10-2019) during week 8-12 April 2019.
	- welcomed the offer of the EU to host the Eleventh Meeting of the Group (PRESSURE 11-2019), tentatively during week 21-25 October 2019.
	- also reiterated the need to minimize the document flow through intersectional consideration of the information documents. The Meeting also requested to return to thematic focus of meetings.
	- suggested that the results of the EMEP work will be considered by PLC-7 Implementation Group or RedCore DG, bearing in mind that the final endorsement of the results is under the mandate of Pressure Group.

	Election of Chair and Vice-Chair(s)
	- thanked Mr Lars Sonesten for the successful chairing of the Group during the past four years and invited him to chair the Group for the next 2-year period.
	- discussed the election of the Vice-Chair(s) and invited the Secretariat together with the Chair to identify potential areas where the Vice-Chair can provide support to the Chair and use this as a guidance for the Vice-Chair elections at PRESURE 10-2...
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